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GENERAL 


Mr lan Mikardo, Labour MP for 
Poplar, was hissed and booed after 
some men said he had called them 
Fascists. “‘ Me a Fascist ? ” said one 
man. “I fought against Hitler ”’. 
—Guardian, April 27 


Last week in this country was pain- 
fully reminiscent of Berlin 1929. 
Behaviour like that exhibited by 
groups of dockers day after day out- 
side Parliament—it even extended on 
Wednesday to shouting and jeering 
an an isolated woman who tried to 
talk sense with them—is properly an 
issue for social psychiatry. These 
people are acting like crazy-men. Any 
attempt to deal with this kind of 
behaviour in terms of social psycho- 


logy inevitably raises ethical and 
political issues—social justice, 
equality of opportunity, economic 


structure, and so forth—but unless 
the psychiatric context is kept in the 
foreground everything gets mixed up 
and people begin to talk about com- 
pulsive and hysterical acts as though 
they were responsible choices. 


That they are not responsible choices 

soon becomes crystal-clear when one 
attempts to talk with entrenched 
racists like those who have been 
writing letters expressing strong sup- 
port for Enoch Powell. One cannot 
discuss with these people for longer 
than two minutes without discover- 
ing that the basic issue is sexual 
through and through, somewhat akin 
to paranoid jealousy: mama is a 
whore, the sexual act is dirty and 
abominable, our own “ white” youth 
generation are pansies, immigrants 
have big peckers and breed like 
rabbits. 


This sort of ignorant confusion is all 
mixed up with false pride and implies 
that our present crop of racists are 
warding off profound feelings of self- 
contempt by projecting them onto 
coloured immigrants. The man who 
wants to “get the blacks out” and 
‘ keep Britain white” knows deep 
down that he is not much good as a 
person, but at the same time he 
knows that he has just got to be 
better than somebody or an abyss of 
terror will unfold before his eyes, and 
in this case the most convenient 
“somebody” happens to be the 
coloured immigrant. This is a major 
component of the mechanism of 
scapegoating. 

It is a potent mechanism and can 
—probably will—spread like wildfire. 
This is why our present racial situa- 
tion is so very dangerous. Yet it 
happens to be the case that the man 
who needs to seek out scapegoats 
and bawl racist slogans has some 
very real grievances and irks of his 
own, though these mostly remain 
ill-defined and inarticulated. His 
problem is the positive one, of how 
to be somebody at all in a society 
where there is little creative opport- 
unity, little direct personal contact, 
little real community, almost no 
meaningful freedom, and almost no 
means to Dar ucipat even marginally 
in political decision-making. 


None of the elements in this set-up 
is confined to the London Docks but 
is pervasive throughout the nation. 
This is what we meant last week 
when we talked about the foolish- 
ness of trying to cope with racism in 
isolation from overall social structure. 


The real problem is that in order to ; 


get justice for the out-group one is 
obliged to invade the privacy and 
comfortable apathy of the majority 
in-group. Politically, this is what is 
known as “complicating the issue”: 
yet to proceed otherwise is quite 
senseless, for the issue is prejudice 
and injustice. 


What about the people who have not ; 
been quite so vociferous and demon- + 


strative these last two weeks ? Those 
of the community—especially among 


the young—who are not caught so © 
rigidly in the grip of racial insanity | 


must likely regard recent events with 
deep shame, a shame that they have 
brought upon themselves more often 
than not. The real dishonour of the 
past fortnight is not that one thousand 
or so dockers gathered from all over 
the East End of London to march on 
Parliament, but that another ten 
thousand people who might have gone 
there to demonstrate their disagree- 
ment did not turn up. There is un- 
doubtedly a substantial section of the 
community—though by no means a 
majority—that is still able to consider 
immigrants as persons and not as sub- 
humans (from the Right) or symbols 
(from the Liberal Centre). 


White sheep 


But it is the vast middle group, be- 
tween the crazy and the sane, that 
is hard to calculate. Let us define 
these people as the conventionally 
law-abiding “men in the street” 
whose deep but slumbering prejudices 
are wounded and inflamed by the 
presence of coloured “strangers” in 
their midst. These are the people who 
are “not racialist, certainly not, but 
—however—blah blah blah”. Tan- 
gibly, they are the people who claim 
to be opposed to discrimination 
against immigrants who are already 
resident here but at the same time 
support moves to clamp down fast 
on all immigration and repatriate as 
many immigrants as possible by all 
available means. 


Here we must expect strong resent- 
ment and potentially the greatest 
danger of all: their resentment and 
damaged conceit could very easily 
explode into fascistic-type social 
action because they do not under- 
stand that they are totally unreason- 
able: therefore they might be led to 
organise rebellion on racist grounds 
against the dictates of their own 
better judgment. This group is sheep- 
ish already: being sheepish it can 
easily be roused by well-rehearsed 
demagogues and mobilised in the 
drift towards Fascism without ever 
fully realising it till too late. It con- 
stitutes, therefore, an immediate 
breeding-ground for millions of Eng- 
lish “‘ Good Germans ”. 


It is with this middle ground that 


Improbable 
we need to be concerned more than 


most. These people are victims of- 


their own ways: their sullenness and 
withdrawal and anxiety amounts to 
just as much a_ degradation of 
humanity as the rhetoric of Powell 
and Nabarro or the inscrutable mask- 
faces of some of our contemporary 
Black Power militants. In each case 
personality is the victim and has 
been maimed. The almost _inevit- 
able march of social events (includ- 
ing of course such things as the Race 
Relations Bill) has undermined this 
group’s blind faith in its old tradi- 
tions and ancient ways: they feel 
that they are doomed, that “ things 
are getting out of hand”, that 
England is “ going to the dogs” and 
is about to be ethnically mongrelised. 
But now they want to avoid any 
direct confrontation of this crisis in 
their minds and lives. 


If the techniques of organised Fas- 
cism succeed in this country (and 
there is more than a passing chance 
that they will) it will be because the 
desire of these people for an escape 
from their moral dilemmas has be- 
come more powerful than the impulse 
to concede gracefully to the forces 
of political change and social justice. 
Consequently it is crucial that they 
be deprived as much as possible of 
this easy way out. Not for the sake 
of punishment—not in order to com- 
pel public acknowledgement of guilt 
—hbut so that they may be confronted 
with an opportunity to transcend this 
pathetically brain-washed character 
that our society and style of life has 
imposed on them. 


Then let’s make some practical pro- 
posa] geared to providing just such an 
opportunity for contct: national two- 
day token strike by all immigrants 
—with the further prospect at some 


We're blacking Britain— 


IGRANT 
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allies: dockers and Gerald Nabarro 


later stage of an Immigrant General 
Strike to last for not less than one 
week if deemed necessary. But to 
begin with, total withdrawal for two 
days of all immigrant labour from 
medical services, hospital work, trans- 
port industries, catering trades, 
municipal facilities from sewer-care 
to street-cleaning, plus total boycott 
by all immigrant children of all local 
schools. 


Such concerted action by immigrants 
(including “white” immigrants who 
suffer from discrimination—Greeks, 
Turks, Cypriots, Maltese, Italians, 
even the Irish) does not compel the 
rest of the population to do anything 
violent against its will: it does 
nothing except proclaim, by the most 
appropriate means possible, the un- 
willingness of immigrants to suffer 
any longer the indignities they are 
made to suffer at present. It con- 
fronts the remaining population with 
the facts: it puts them on the spot 
and makes them wake up to the 
“reality” of the situation. They are 
now required to choose—whether to 
continue in their old ways but with- 
out any of the old illusions about 
immigrants ‘“‘ not minding” and with- 
out any possibility of ignoring what 
they are doing: or whether to take 
the positive step of acceptance, com- 
passion, indignation at injustice, and 
collective work at problem-solving. 

It is a method possessing beauty, 
dignity, and efficaciousness. Naturally, 
any such. concerted action of this 
type would present enormous prac- 
tical and organisational difficulties, 
but nevertheless it is feasible. My 
hunch is that it would have profound 
beneficial effects. And now we need 
some group to get together and begin 
verifying that hunch. If not now, 
when ? ROGER BARNARD 
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Race relations 


Your analysis last week of the con- 
sequences of Enoch Powell’s speech 
was, of course, impeccable, but the 
solutions were so idealistic, so long- 
term as to smack of the irrelevant. 
The real horror of Powell’s speech was 
that it breached the dam, and out 
flowed all the fear and prejudice and 
spite which was previously unex- 
pressed and below the surface. There 
is an immediate need to stem the 
flood, before this new relationship be- 
tween the groups hardens into con- 
ventionality. 


An immediate minimum action pro- 
gramme would appear to be: 


1. Let all of us stand up and be 
counted. Speak out against dis- 
crimination wherever we meet 
it, even if it means courting per- 
sonal unpopularity at work, etc. 


2. Let us fill our MP’s post-bags 
with expression of our moral out- 
rage and urge a strengthening of 
the present Bill. Peace workers 
can probably unite round the 
following minimum demands: 

(a) Inclusion of religious dis- 
crimination in Clause I. 
(b) Repeal of Clause 8 (2) and 

(3) which allow “racial 

balance” in employment. 

Repeal of Clause 10 allow- 

ing discrimination in the 

interest of “national secu- 
rity”. 

(d) To add the power of sub- 

poena to Clause 14 (3) (a) 


3. Let us attempt to organise a mass 
rally which will make the Tra- 
falgar Square Easter March rally 
look like a village soccer match. 
This should take place before the 
third reading of the Bill, and 
should cover the whole spectrum 
of opinion from the Establish- 
ment to the Anarchists. One 
would hope that the Human 
Rights Year Committee would 
organise this, but if they have 
not moved within one or two 
weeks can the peace movement 
throw up an ad-hoc committee ? 


Thereafter we can plan the long-term 
programme. 

Francis Deutsch, 

10 Sandringham Road, 

London NWI1I1. 


~ 


(c) 


Unfair to MPs 


On page 10 of Peace News, March 15, 
it is stated that I voted for the Com- 
monwealth Immigrants Bill. I voted 
against clause 1 of this Bill; this clause 
being the only one embodying colour 
discrimination. When clause 1 was 
passed I abstained from supporting 
the Bill in all further divisions upon 
it. Your statement would appear to be 
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based on a single division on the 
second reading. By doing this you mis- 
represented my position and possibly 
that of other MPs. For example, one 
of the MPs who you state abstained is 
recorded in Hansard of February 29 
as having voted. Whilst not making 
any general claim that the contents of 
Hansard are superior to the contents 
of Peace News, may I suggest that on 
this particular item Hansard may be 
more accurate. 

Albert Booth, MP, 

House of Commons. 

London SWI. 


All we said in Peace News was that 
Mr Booth voted for the bill, which he 
confirms. Our figures do indeed refer 
to the second reading, and are taken 
from The Times. If Mr Booth feels 
that by abstaining on a number of 
other divisions he has done as much 
as could be expected of him that is 
his business. A number of his collea- 
gues obviously see things differently. 
A vote in support of a racist bill on 
the most important division perhaps 
does not indicate that he is a racist 
or a political coward. 


On the other hand failure to vote 
does not necessarily indicate disagree- 
ment with the bill—it is not readily 
possible to distinguish a conscientious 
abstainer from one who has paired 
off with another MP, or is for that 
matter locked accidentally in the 
lavatory.—Eds. 


Spoilt votes 


John Ball (last week) must also have 
been writing with his tongue in his 
cheek if all he can come up with for 
the Ball Plan is “Vote”, or “Vote 
if——”.. What if there is no suitable 
candidate seriously worth voting for 
—and I am sure they must be in the 
minority ? Does one just abstain from 
voting ? If that is so I am certain Geof 
Bevan’s plan, with which I agree, is 
much to be preferred. It at least shows 
the country if we spoil our votes, that 
we want something different to, and 
are fed up with, the present set-up 
and the “two and a bit” party system. 
Even if only a thousand or so spoilt 
their voting papers it would, I think, 
cause something of a stir and show 
that some of the public, at least, think 
a change in our system is essential; 
whereas just not voting if there is no 
suitable candidate is very negative. 


Let us get as many “Spoilt Votes” as 
we can and if in just one constituency 
we could poll more spoilt votes than 
the lowest candidate’s figure we 
should have achieved a great deal and 
make more than a few people sit up, 
and certainly would then not be a 
waste of time, and would show we 
are thinking individuals and not ready 
to follow the sheep. Not voting, on 
the other hand, appears just apathe- 
tic. What about the following slogans: 
“No more doting—spoil your voting!” 
or, “Don’t be goats—spoil you votes!” 
Godfrey Cox, 

21 Denby Lane, 

Codnor, Derbys. 


John Ball replies: My dislike for the 
idea of a spoilt-votes campaign springs 
in part from the fact that, far from 
being a radical exercise in meaning- 
ful politics, it’s playing the game on 
their terms. To join in the pre- 
election bullying of the populace with 
a slogan of your own is both to treat 
them—as the political parties do—as 
election-fodder, and to make yourself 
absurd by association. A spoilt-vote 
campaign, if successful, would cer- 
tainly be telling “Them” that we’re 
fed up with them; it would also seem 
to be asking “Them” to provide us 
with an alternative. Not that I want 


to prevent anyone from spoiling their 
paper; in the highly probable event of 
there being nobody worth voting for, 
it would certainly be a preferable 
action to just staying at home. But if 
we want to convince people of the 
viability of an alternative way of life, 
we have to start off with something 
a lot more positive and with a lot less 
inbuilt impotence than this. 


Science damned? 


I thought that Francis Ellingham’s 
letter on modern science (April 19) 
contained a very clear analysis of the 
situation. I wouldn’t go as far as 
Goethe did—that there may be certain 
things that man is “not meant” to 
know — but I for one find myself 
drawn more and more to the feeling 
that much of modern science — or 
rather, our application of it—is, as 
Ellingham says, more of a curse than 
a blessing. 


To me our dilemma seems to be this. 
We have learnt enough now to see 
that our thirst for knowledge might 
well, in our present antediluvial state 
of moral undevelopment, be more 
harmful than good for us—and that 
the more “progress” we make, poss- 
ibly the more irreparably upset our 
psychological balance will become. 
There are reasonable grounds for 
thinking that we are all rapidly going 
insane anyway: this “Twentieth Cen- 
tury Sickness” of hopeless despair and 
apathy is a common topic of discus- 
sion. 


As the ecologist Professor Tinbergen 
remarked on the Third Programme 
recently, whereas in past ages poets 
could rave about man as being the 
“paragon of animals”, “noble in 
reason”, “in action . . . like an angel, 
in apprehension .. . like a god”, to 
us poor sods in 1968 he is nothing but 
a pathetic little bare-arsed monkey, 
a naked ape crawling about blindly. 
And the more we learn, the more this 
view seems to be reinforced. It’s 
enough to blow anyone’s mind, isn’t 
it ? 

And yet on the other hand it would 
surely be more than cowardly and 
poor-spirited (to me it would be plain 
wrong) of man to call for a halt and 
say—well, enough’s enough. I believe, 
despite all my misgivings, that man is 
immeasurably nobler and richer for 
all his knowledge, if not happier, and 
I believe that all knowledge can be 
put to a good use and is better than 
ignorance of any kind—even blissful 
ignorance. Though there may well be 
certain things that man would have 
been better off without — and more 
still to be discovered—we can not 
know those things we “ought not to 
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know” until we know them; and no 
serious search for knowledge can 
proceed at all except utterly uncon- 
ditionally and with the faith that 
whatever is discovered will be a poss- 
ible benefit to mankind. Man’s natural 
thirst for knowledge got us into our 
present predicament and created all 
our problems, and no unnatural fetter- 
ing of it can get us out. 

This is our dilemma—ineluctable and 
unresolvable. To me (to demonstrate 
my own “Twentieth Century Blues”) 
it is just yet more proof that as a 
natural species homo sapiens is a 
biological disaster. And Nature will 
therefore deal with the problem by 
the method She always uses in such 
cases. It is called extinction. And iron- 
ically, since we know so much, She is 
allowing us to arrange our extinction 
ourselves. We are busy doing that 
now. 


Therefore science is not damned— 
man is. And I am sure Ellingham will 
agree with me that the reason he is 
damned is precisely as prophesied in 
Genesis and that today this prophecy 
stands more than an even chance of 
uncannily proving itself. Man has 
eaten of the Tree of Knowledge and 
“because thou hast done this, thou 
art cursed above all cattle and above 
every beast of the field”——“Cursed is 
the ground for thy sake: in sorrow 


shalt thou eat of it all the days of 
thy life’—‘Thou shalt surely die”. 
Gordon Benson, 

14 Beechwood Road, 

Uplands, Swansea, Glam. 
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Plato, in defining power, suggests that 
it involves power to act and power to 
be acted upon. While the first involves 
power to control, to affect others, to 
manipulate the environment, and in 
general to wreak havoc as well as do 
good, the second is less generally 
considered. It involves the capacity 
to respond, sensitivity, openness, and 
appreciation. 


Of the first sort of power we have 
more than enough, but it is useful to 
remember that in Plato’s definition of 
power the second was as important 
as the first. The openness or trans- 
parency which psychologists such as 
Jourard call for seems at first glance 
to be the very antithesis of power. It 
requires that we be capable of being 
moved, of responding with empathy 
and feeling, and in general of being 
receptive. 


Ordinarily we split off the two aspects 
of power and see the first as power 
and the second as weakness. What 
results is what Wilhelm Reich called 
the “armoured personality” which 
resembles a tank: slow-moving, 
heavily-armoured, and cumbersome. 
Industrial society, in this respect at 
least, is like a Warfare State: it en- 
courages tanks and discourages open- 
ness and receptivity. Paul Goodman* 
has beautifully described the dynamic 
wherein the search after the first 
aspect of power ends up in creating 
powerlessness: what develops is an 
embedded psychology of permanent 
crisis wherein the maintenance of 
power becomes an end in itself—and 
what results is a rigidity which is in- 
capable of meeting change on its own 
terms but instead sees all change as 
a threat to the status quo which is 
precariously maintained. 


But change is universal, and the 
only final power comes from being 
able flexibly to adapt to it through 
receptivity. Thus it is in the experi- 
ence of interaction with the perpetu- 
ally-changing environment that power 
is generated. But where the search 
is to seize out of the flux of experi- 
ence elements that can be consoli- 
dated and stabilised so as to form a 
base of permanent power, then power 
is in that act lost—since, as the 
Buddhists say, nothing is permanent. 


The point of all this is the insepar- 
ability of power, defined only in its 
first sense, and powerlessness. It is 
not, as the Marxists would have us 
believe, that there are two groups or 
classes: those who have the power, 
and exploit, and the rest of us, who 
are powerless and exploited. As Marx 
himself saw, power in the develop- 
ment of industrialism serves a func- 
tion: the entrepreneurial class de- 
velops power because it possesses the 
ability to lead in the project of tech- 
nological advance. In fact, the ability 
does not derive so much from the 
possession of capital as from the 
possession of the necessary organis- 
ing skills which can set the capital to 
* See his essay ‘‘ Getting Into Power” in 


People Or Personnel’, published by 
Random House.—Eds. 


GEORGE BENELLO 
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Power and powerlessness 


“The hippies are off to their Love- 
Ins and are forgetting even to 
protest at how stupidly power is 
being used. But this is after all in- 
telligent, since it is the pursuit of 
power itself which is the problem, 
and it does no good to lecture those 
in power to use it wisely.” Above, 
at the Legalise Pot Rally in Hyde 
Park last year. 


work, or even generate it—and these 
skills are certainly a form of power. 
The labour theory of value almost 
entirely neglects the value of these 
skills as an essential ingredient, along 
with the actual labour, in producing 
the final product. 


Standardised fives 


In the period of developing capital- 
ism, opportunity existed for the 
worker as well as for the capitalist 
and thus, despite the exploitation of 
the worker, revolution did not come 
to the industrialised countries but 
rather to Russia, which was a stalled 
society. But the important point, what- 
ever the stacze of industrialisation, is 
the psychology of power. It is not 
so much the question that there is 
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exploitation as whether there exist 
generally expanding horizons and thus 
mobility. In America, during the age 
of the Robber Barons and maximum 
exploitation, the vision was there— 
the Land of Opportunity—and the 
society was on the move. Today, des- 
pite a vastly higher standard of living, 
people are locked into big organisa- 
tions at various levels—or, if they 
are not, live lives that are standard- 
ised as a result of them—and thus the 
psychological sense of power as un- 
hedged opportunity is largely absent. 
There are plenty of riches but people 
have been through that route and the 
glamour has worn off. 


Moreover, while the Horatio Alger 
myth of the “self-made man” re- 
mains and is sanctified, there is in- 
creasingly less chance for sudden 
leaps, and progress up the status 
ladder requires the right schools, the 
right colleges, the right background. 
Corporation executives pay high 
salaries to PR men to give them a 
different Public Image, the image of 
a diplomat or a patron of the arts. 
But as one PR man said in a fit of 
truthfulness: 


“JT can’t give him what he wants. 
He wants to be something else than 
what he is.” 


Now it is not true that President 
Johnson, or the President of General 
Motors, is powerless—while it is true 
that many of the rest of us, in terms 
of being able significantly to affect the 
conditions of our lives, are. But if 
there is such a thing as a sum total of 
power in society, then that total has 
been declining. People are locked into 
a system which at all levels prevents 
the full exercise of human function, 
and the rigidity and incapacity to res- 
pond flexibly and sensitively to ex- 
perience results in human powerless- 
ness. The relationship between those 
nominally vested with power and the 
rest of us lacking it is thus not anti- 
thetical, but rather symbiotic, for we 
all share in the powerlessness of 


failure of response. 

Power, as the anarchists keep point- 
ing out, ultimately requires consent 
somewhere down the line, and if 
enough people did not consent, there 
would be no power. What has hap- 
pened, then, is that we—all of us— 
have become bedazzled by dreams of 
one-sided power: we scramble up our 
status-hierarchies‘to get at it. And 
herein Jies the consent. 


Just now, however, in small and zany 
ways, people are refusing to play the 
game and instead are opting out. The 
hippies are off to Taos or to San Fran- 
cisco, to their Love-Ins, and are for- 
getting even to protest at how stupidly 
power is being used. But this is after 
all intelligent, since it is the pursuit of 
power itself which is the problem, and 
it does no good to lecture those in 
power to use it wisely. Slowly, a dif- 
ferent kind of power is coming into 
fashion: the power to be acted on: 
to feel, to live, to experience joy. But, 
taken alone, this too is a dream, not 
life, for there are constancies as well 
as change, and after love there comes 
children and family and the need to 
provide. Love brings forth stability 
and organisation. 


It does no good to wobble, like a 
maladjusted thermostat, between 
bureaucratised organisation that has 
no love, and love that rejects all 
organisation. Let us then remember 
power and see it whole, as Plato saw 
it: power to act and power to be 
acted upon. 


George Benello is Director of Adult 
Education at Goddard College in 
Plainfield, Vermont, and an editor of 
the Canadian quarterly called ‘“ Our 
Generation ”. In 1962 he sailed on the 
Committee for Non-Violent Action’s 
“Everyman II” into the American 
testing area in the Pacific Ocean. 
Currently he is writing a book on 
participatory democracy. His most 
recent contribution to Peace News 
was “Pacifism & Pop Mythology ” 
last year. 
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Roger Moody 


INVOLVE: a new peace village 


The founder of the Simon Community, 
Anton Wallich Clifford, left the com- 
munity this week. With his wife and 
four other Simon workers, he has 
started a new group which plans to 
establish a “Peace Village” and a 
centre for “studies in social isola- 
tion”. 

From the start peace work and social 
reconstruction will be virtually syno- 
nymous. ‘“‘ Peace cannot be attained ” 
Anton Wallich Clifford told Peace 
News this week. “It exists already— 
what we have to do is to remove the 
obstacles to it.” 


When he discusses his proposal at 
the Simon Companion’s conference 
being held this weekend, Anton 
Wallich Clifford will stress that 
INVOLVE, as the new group is called, 
is not intended to supplant, but to 
complement Simon’s current work. 


It is difficult to believe that the 
Peace Village when established will 
not attract a large number of Simon 
workers, and many of those at 
present helped by them. Nonetheless 
the need for shelters to care for 
crude spirit drinkers and others at 
the very pit of our so-well-structured 
society, will always exist. 


A village cannot hope to be a caring 
community for those whose orienta- 
tion has always been to bomb-sites 
in the large cities—I would count 
the prospects of many of the most 
scarred and suffering of our “ non- 
citizens’ choosing to live in such a 
village as remote. 


The Peace Village (full title: Inter- 
national Voluntary Village Enterprise) 
has as yet no money, and no land. 
The group’s home for the time being 
is at 80 Norman Road, St Leonards- 
on-Sea. When a site is found, it will 
move and the nucleus of a peace 
action centre now being established 
at Norman Road will presumably shift 
with it. 

A manifesto will be published by 
INVOLVE in a few days. One of 
its main emphases will be that of 
Christian witness; while welcoming 
visitors to St Leonards, to help decor- 
ate the new premises, and involve 
in extended discussion, the new group 
will not be including non-Christians 
in its nucleus for the _ present. 
However, once the village is estab- 
lished, no-one will be turned away 
and every conceivable outside body 
will be invited to co-operate in build- 
ing up and running the village. 

What will the village actually do? 
Where will it be? How will it be 
organised ? Who will design it ? Will 
it use money, or rely on exchange 
of goods and services ? Will it spawn 
other villages (on a confederated 
basis)? These questions, as yet, re- 
main unanswered. Sites in Essex and 
Wiltshire would be preferred, and a 
few have already been seen which 
could be bought for between £20,000 
and £30,000. INVOLVE is asking for 
£100,000 as its target—over two years 
— and like Vinoba Bhave is swift to 
point out to large landowners how 
beneficent they could be (if they 
wanted) with their wasting land. The 
Ministry of Defence has already been 
asked for vacant airfields, and in its 
turn regretted that the law will per- 
mit it to sell only to a local 
authority. 


As for the services the village will 
perform, I was given only a couple 
of tentative examples: a fleeting 
vision of younger social misfits laying 
down pavements, and older ones rest- 
ing in the village’s geriatric unit. 
International bodies, such as IVS and 
Dorothy Day’s Catholic Worker Asso- 
ciation, will be invited to help in the 
initial work. Beyond that, it is diffi- 
cult and perhaps unwise, to look. 


I have got the strong impression that 
nothing less than an entire new com- 


munity may soon be in the offing: 
starting from square one to provide 
its own roads, drainage, water, trans- 
port, medical care, agriculture and 
education. What Abbe Pierre did 
with his rag-pickers’ co-operatives in 
post-war France, where economy and 
social services had been disrupted 
and devastated by war, INVOLVE may 
attempt to do in a country whose 
social services still militate against 
the most needy and most isolated. 
“Tn such involvement we seek to be 
the voice of syffering; to work on 
behalf of those least likely to merit 
action.” 


I hate to think how much verbiage 
has, in recent years, pointed out the 
failure of a mythical peace move- 
ment to be aware of its constructive 
possibilities (and, ergo—to be aware 
of its own existence). INVOLVE, des- 
pite its slickness, its projected use of 
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OXFAM and SHELTER campaig 
techniques, is not just another. talk- 
ing point around which the myths 
may congegate. It is trying to provide 
an actual, real centre for discussion, 
and the tools with which to do the 
job. It is a rare venture, and it has 
started now. 


NOTE: Volunteers to help with pre- 
paration of 80 Norman Road, build 
up its “peace action ’”’ facilities, and 
learn more about INVOLVE should 
get in touch with Anton Wallich- 
Clifford at that address. Please phone 
Hastings 3335 first. 


Roger Moody has recently returned 
from Cambodia: he was Secretary of 
the Non-Violent Action Group that 
was active there recently. He has now 
joined Peace News as full-time staff 
member and will be reporting regu- 
larly on social-service projects and 
community work. 


The Amnesty report and 
the Greek prisoners: 
what effect will it have? 


Last week Peace News published the 
second report by Anthony Marreco, 
an English barrister sent by Amnesty 
International (International Secreta- 
riat) in January and March this year 
to Greece to investigate the position 
of the Greek political prisoners and 
their dependents. 


Judging by the reactions of the 
British Press alone, Amnesty’s recent 
efforts on behalf of these prisoners 
have been thorough, well-judged and, 
in the limited context of Amnesty’s 
aims, have had considerable. success. 
The absurdly innacurate and idiotic 
comments in the Junta-controlled 
Greek Press following Marreco’s 
second visit—‘‘ Amnesty International 
has all the characteristics of a front 
organisation of international com- 
munism ”"—can only contribute to the 
general discredit of the present Greek 
regime. 


Whereas up till the publication of 
these reports, the world Press, with 
the notable exception of The Times 
and Le Monde, together with public 
opinion, whether reactionary or 
liberal, seemed content to regard the 
Greek situation as a palpable status 
quo, real and alive, at best temporary 
at worst inevitable, now the sinister 
magic in the word “torture” seems 
to clarify the issue, and puts a dose 
of passion into any regret or un- 
easiness felt before. 


Predictably, it was only the accusa- 
tions of torture, accompanied by sub- 
stantial evidence (the reports speak 
for themselves) that brought some re- 
action either from the Greek military 
regime, or from the _ British 
Press. 


Considering this latest action by 
Amnesty, one is reminded of the 
similar sucess the same organisation 
had with the British Government 
concerning political detainees in the 
former colony of Aden. Amnesty’s 
approach was similar: on the spot 
investigation, leading to loud interna- 
tional cries of ‘Torture’, eventually 
turned the political scales in favour 
of the prisoners. Torture stopped 
immediately. The Government did set 
up a commission of enquiry, and 
something concrete was achieved. 


That the Greek colonels regime has 
not set up a commission of enquiry 
and has not indulged in a bit of dan- 


gerous but rewarding self-examina- 
tion, is merely an indication that 
Greece is that much more in the hands 
of reactionaries than is Britain. Or is 
it that Britain has more competent 
rulers ? But from Amnesty’s view- 
point, everything possible was 
done. Meanwhile, the prisoners lan- 
guish.... 


Another result, explicit but 
potentially more effective, of 
Amnesty’s endeavours may turn up 
at Strasbourg, the seat of the Council 
of Europe, the European Consultative 
Assembly and its numerous commis- 
sions. 

As in all institutions, whether govern- 
mental or international, official or 
private, there are endless possibilities 
for manipulations, alterations of 
policies and motives, and_ tactical 
manoeuvre. And so it will most likely 
be at Strasbourg. But, to cut a long 
story short, Greece is threatened with 
expulsion from the Council of Europe, 
if the allegations of torture, at 
present under investigation by the 
Commission, are confirmed. Amnesty 
has contributed both by supplying 
data in the reports, and by acting as 
a spur to this admittedly very hypo- 
thetical threat. 


This is a considerable diplomatic, as 
distinct from ‘real,’ success for the 
International Secretariat of Amnesty. 
But it is sobering to realise that the 
“real” success can only be claimed 
when all the political prisoners are 
released from detention and torture, 
nothing less; and clearly, this will 
only happen when the Colonels’ 
regime is ousted; indeed, it may well 
be that prisoners will be made to 
endure further indignities and depri- 
vations, simply in return for the 
publicity given to their plight. 
Amnesty International, through its 
working Groups, has several Greek 
political prisoners under ‘ adoption ” 
as “Prisoners of Conscience ”. Scope 
for relief work is endless. All help— 
and information—gratefully __re- 
ceived: Amnesty International, 
Turnagain Lane, Farringdon Street, 
London EC4. The League for Demo- 
cracy in Greece, 26 Goodge Street, 
W1 (580 1239) is running several 
aid schemes for the prisoners and 
their families. Contributions to 
Prisoners Families can be made to the 
Greek Relief Fund (registered 
charity) at the same address. 
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Just for the record: remember the 
horrendous accounts of the toll of 
Grosvenor Square on March 17? One 
policeman with suspected spinal in- 
jury, 170 injured? In fact the total 
number treated in hospital was four, 
while the one with a suspected spinal 
injury was found to have nothing 
wrong with his back, and was dis- 
charged from hospital on the follow- 
ing afternoon. For which we are grate- 
ful—but it’s a pity that most people 
will continue to base their opinions on 
the earlier, well-publicised and more 
sensational injury estimates. 
* * * 

Whatever happened to hippies? I 
mean the beads-and-bells ones. T went 
to France for about ten days last 
September, leaving a London full of- 
exotic, tintinambulant figures, sound- 
ing reminiscent of an Austrian 
sheep-pasture, and returned to, by 
comparison, an uncanny silence. Of 
course, it’s an unkind question—the 
shallow and fast-moving tide of 
fashion has little to do with the 
sincere and gentle seekers after some 
better world than this whom it 
momentarily engulfed—but it’s prom- 
pted by the appearance of a new 
magazine, Gandalf’s Garden, which— 
being bell-orientated—already has a 
curiously dated appearance. It’s also 
overly devoted to the world of Tol- 
kien’s Lord of the Rings, and is 
generally what critics like to call 
uneven. But it is at least hopeful, 
and if it makes the whole thing sound 
too easy, that’s better than assuming 
it’s impossible. The first edition in- 
cludes an interview with Vinoba 
Bhave, pieces on Swedenborg (who?) 
and a Tibetan monastery in the wilds 
of Scotland; also the irrepressible 
John Peel. Gandalf’s Garden monthly, 
half a crown, from 10a Airlie Gardens, 
London W8. 


* * * 


Dr Timothy Leary, the man who 
originated the slogan “Turn on, 
Tune in, Drop out”, is urging young 
Americans to drop back in so far as 
anti-war protest is concerned. Re- 
cently he told a crowd of students 
at Newark State College that it was 
“silly” to talk about drugs when 
war, violence and chaos were immi- 
nent. It was time to forget LSD and 
concentrate on ending the Vietnam 
war. 


* * * 


When I’m told something directly it 
automatically tends to be to some 
extent discounted. The insights, for 
example, into what America is really 
like, that come accidentally can make 
much more impact. 


Thus, the first time the reality of 
violence in America really struck 
home for me was when I was reading 
Jane Jacob’s Life and Death of Great 
American Cities (Penguin, and essen- 
tial reading if you’re interested in 
your urban environment). Anyone in 
London talking with such an auto- 
matic assumption of the universality 
of violence just beneath the surface 
and round the corner would have to 
be neurotic. Obviously that’s the last 
word for Jane Jacobs. 


I’m reminded of this by a bit in an 
American record company’s hand-out 
that’s just reached me. It talks of 
“Another fine British film on middle- 
class life”. The film in question being 
“Up the Junction ”. I begin to appre- 
ciate just how different America’s 
social structure is, in a way that 
sociological studies and their pop 
adaptations in the colour supplements 
can never bring home on their own, 
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What’s happening in Germany 


The rise of SDS and the new student politics 


Dp Rene A. 


Introduction 


The Guardian remarks (April 13) 
that many non-political young people 
these days are “aggressively inter- 
national”. Three days later the same 
paper says “The German students 
cannot expect authorities to leave 
them alone now that they have taken 
to rioting. A riot is not a democratic 
process.” But that is the point: if 
Government there—if Government 
here—-were a democratic process, 
then a riot would not be necessary. 


If “our” internationalism is aggres- 
sive, that is because democracy in all 
Western countries (however well- 
intentioned) is still wedded to insti- 
tuted past praxis: no Western nation 
with a colonial history will move into 
the Twentieth Century reality of One 
World till it extricates its economy 
from domestic (necessarily national 
and therefore political) issues and 
enters into thorough apolitical asso- 
ciation with the world as a whole. 
The organisation and institution of 
national communities, both for them- 
selves and in relation to each other, 
demands a completely new thinking. 


How many of those in Grosvenor 
Square this year will act on Professor 
Wedderburn’s urgent plea to “con- 
nect the issues” of nuclear disarma- 
ment, Vietnam, cuts in social services, 
and the wage freeze, and work to 
build a movement to produce effective 
radical change? Until these funda- 
mental issues are seriously thought 
out, violence is the only means 
students—any thinking people, Ger- 
man or otherwise—have of expressing 
in public their refusal to be any 
longer a party to the ludicrous pre- 
tence that Western Governments are 
democratic. 


When the German Universities were 
reopened in the winter of 1945-46, 
student movements were banned. 
However, Task Force Groups (of 
questionable legality) fermed in sup- 
port of the SPD (the Social Demo- 
crats—then in opposition to the CDU 
——Christian Democrats). The expected 
“radical democratic humanitarian 
renewal ” of higher education did not 
materialise: the conservative and 
bourgeois occupation authorities 
(West Germany was then divided be- 
tween the British, American, and 
French Zones) were as little ashamed 
of “educational privilege” as they 
were of industrial monopoly and 
political elite. But in 1946 the British 
allowed representatives of student 
socialist groups in the three Zones to 
meet for their first constitutional con- 
ference. 


From this the consolidation of the 
SDS (Sozialistischen Deutschen Stu- 
dentenbund) grew naturally under 
the aegis of the SPD. From 1946-49 
the movement was concerned pri- 
marily to establish an _ ideological 
basis and a functional organisation. 
That Helmut Schmidt, an _ active 
founder-member of SDS, should have 
betrayed radical socialism as leader 
of the SPD in the present compromise 
coalition with the conservative CDU, 
has confirmed the cynical view now 
current among SDS activists that no 
revolution can be achieved by peace- 
ful methods. Nevertheless, SDS 
leader Rudi Dutschke has said: 


“The way towards change lies on 
the route of a long march through 
existing institutions [NB—not anti- 
institutions] in which awakening 
awareness must be created by en- 
lightenment ”’. 


Since Communists and even Christian 


Democrats were members of SDS, the 
question arose as to whether there 
should not be more exclusive ties with 
the Social Democratic Party. At a 
Delegates’ Conference in Bielefeld 
(1947) the aims of SDS (democratic 
and free socialism) were declared in- 
compatible with Communist and 
Christian Democratic principles. As a 
result the Hanover branch broke up 
because of the very large Communist 
membership. However, by the end of 
1949 there were 37 SDS groups, with 
membership varying from 650-100, 
throughout West Germany. Already 
in 1946 there had been 40-50 members 
in Kiel, Bonn, Dusseldorf, Gottingen, 
and Aachen—which, under post-war 
zonal conditions, was remarkable. 


In order to realise the strength of the 
movement even then at such an early 
stage, it must be remembered that 
not only University students are 
members of SDS: there are also 
strong political groups in Technical 
High Schools and in the University- 
Entrance levels of Secondary Schools. 
Until recently political consciousness 
in English educational establishments 
did not extend (effectively) much 
further than membership of CND. But 
then, conditions are different. All 
British students are eligible for 
grants, whereas in Germany only a 
few (who must sit competitive exam- 
inations) are so privileged. 


Though England was disorganised by 
the war, British students at least had 
national self-respect, whereas German 
students became socially and politic- 
ally conscious in a disgraced country 
divided into four by occupying 
Powers. Reconciliation with their past, 
with their parents who fought Hitler’s 
war, must have seemed incompatible 
with respectability in the eyes of the 
rest of Europe and America, whose 
intellectuals (New Statesman-like) 
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Left, German armed police clash 
with student demonstrators outside 
Springer’s printing plant in West 
Berlin on Good Friday. 


continued the fight against “the 
spectre of a reunited, rearmed Ger- 
many”. Further, the ‘economic 
miracle” provided a sharp contrast 
with the poverty of the other Ger- 
many: but Adenauer showed no more 
than a verbal concern for the plight 
of his fellow countrymen and pursued 
the path of opportunism. 


When in 1958 German rearmament 
became a real possibility, an anti- 
atom bomb group was formed by SDS 
to combat the threat of a Bundeswehr 
with atomic weapons. In the same 
year the SPD attempted to gain the 
constituency of Nordrhein-Westphalen 
on an anti-nuclear platform but with- 
out success. In 1959 SDS declared 
itself against the established formula 
of “no truck with Ulbricht ”, accord- 
ing to which relations of any kind 
with East Germany implied recogni- 
tion. Partly as a consequence of this 
policy the SPD compromised in the 
attempt to win over the conservative 
electorate, declared membership of 
itself incompatible with membership 
of SDS, and withdrew financial 
support. 


The radical Left was alienated: it 
now had no possibility of constitu- 
tional representation. SDS was forced 
to create its own resources, spiritual 
and material. 


Recently the world (the Press, any- 
way) has been shocked at the support 
given to neo-Nazism in Germany. How 
incorrigibly wicked these Germans 
are! But Germany has been deprived 
of the constitutional means of acting 
according to social reality—deprived 
for the sake of a political Alliance 
against a Communist threat (which 
even Churchill did not believe in). The 
reality is that East and West are 
neighbours and the Oder-Neisse line 
is the fence across which each acts 
out a denial of the other’s existence. 
The fence divides Germany. Then if 
Nazism reappears it will not be be- 
cause of the wickedness of Germans 
but because of the short-sightedness 
of those who reconstituted Europe 
after the war. For all practical pur- 
poses that is—us. Not “them” (the 
authorities, whoever they were) for 
we can never be responsible for their 
praxis but only for our own. 


According to Locke we consent in 
Government if we accept—ie. live 
under—any of its benefits: thus we 
in Europe are consenting members of 
States which belong to the West 
Alliance. If this Alliance represents 
our institutionalised relation to each 
other within the Alliance, then we— 
that is, us—are responsible not only 
for democracy—or neo-Nazism—in 
Germany but also in Greece. 


People are being tortured in Greece. 
The Guardian publishes a letter from 
Greece purporting to describe it 
(April 16): “They strip [the girls] 
naked, make obscene gestures at 
them, and put pins under their nails.” 
Terence Prittie comments: “ All this 
could be propaganda. But it seems 
that until the Greek Government 
clears the matter up, nobody will 
know for certain”. Compare the 


-editorial’s tone in the same issue: “A 


riot is not a democratic process.” 
Does democracy, when it is at least 
likely—under a_ military-oligarchist 
regime—that fellow-members of an 
Alliance are peing tortured, wait for 
the torturers to clear the matter up? 
If so, then young people everywhere 
will work to rid themselves of “ demo- 
cracy ”. If violence is necessary, they 
may even quote St Thomas Aquinas 
to justify their action if “they are 
responsible for seeing that their 
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Report From Iron Mountain: On the 
Possibility and Desirability of Peace 
(Macdonald 18s). 


War is not the barbaric opposite of 
the protective State, as decent con- 
servatives moralistically believe. War 
is not a mistaken aberration of the 
benevolent State, as moderate liberals 
blindly hope. War is not even the 
pathological health of the cannibalis- 
tic State, as radical libertarians 
humanely perceive. War is the State. 
And our society. And our culture. 


That would be a sensible extension of 
the wry speculations to be found in 
this book. Either we achieve other 
ways of society and sensibility or, as 
Report holds, real peace is undesir- 
able as well as impossible. Though the 
book does not develop the radicalism 
that is implicit in this conclusion, it 
also does not fall into the obscurant- 
ism, common even on the Left, that 
“peace is a poor Single-issue politics.” 
If the full dimensions of the war- 
ordering of society get due recogni- 
tion, peace is the only relevant politi- 
cal issue. Injustice and oppression, 
the dearth of community, and the 
corruption of intellectual culture— 
these merely symptomise the Perma- 
nent War order and mentality. By 
radically altering the war-structures 
and sensibilities, much is possible. 
Without authentic peace, little really 
changes. 


So Report From Iron Mountain im- 
plies in playing with the theme that 
war is economically, politically, 
socially, and culturally ‘“ essential” 
to the very existence of our societies. 
Presented as a rather tediously 
jargonised report for the American 
Government by a secret committee of 
“social scientists”, it abstractly 
analyses why we need our war-system, 
from eugenic control to prestige 
motivations. Unfortunately the book 
partly exemplifies as well as mocks 
the mad rationality which pervades 
our institutional thought and forms. 
The anonymous author, all too 
patently a cultivated but morally- 
skittish social scientist, parodies the 
big-bang-brains who do “strategic 
thinking” and the “scenarios” of 
“war-games” and other manipula- 
tions for the American Government. 
It is a lesson in dehumanised think- 
ing. 

Since it makes psychotic sense, how- 
ever, some readers—just like naive 
young students first coming upon 
Swift's Modest Proposal for putting 
surplus Irish babies on the dinner 
platters of smug English gentlemen 
—take seriously this sort of burlesque 
scholarship justifying war. Even if 
readers don’t recognise the heavily 
playful use of jargon, the sly jokes 
and shifts of tone, and the tongue-in- 
cheek parody of “think-tank” re- 
ports, they still should know better. 
The Government officials and hired 
intellectuals just don’t and _ can’t 
ironically probe the recognisably out- 
rageous—such as reinstating slavery, 
creating new forms of rationed mur- 
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der, or updating the pyramid psycho- 
sis in lunatic space rocketry as prac- 
tical substitutes for war. 


Nor can the official pietists question 
the central purpose of the Warfare 
State—ie. social control. Foreign 
policy, enemies, and battles—all serve 
as mere decoration to this. Our ortho- 
doxies see to it that people who raise 
real mockeries and questions and 
differences never get near the centre 
of power and thought. The ponderous 
uncertainty of some commentators as 
to whether or not Report From Iron 
Mountain is a “hoax” (ie. not really 
a Government report) merely indicts 
the commentators’ own fraudulent 
and war-entrapped sensibilities. The 
pathos of what successfully passes for 
intelligence today! 


‘Value-free’ 


An author who would try to parody 
our “official thinking” is rather up 
against it these days. Most Govern- 
mental words and actions, and the 
stuff of the technologues and other 
institutional rationalisers, come out 
as elaborately dreary self-parody. It 
just can’t be honestly mistaken for 
human reason and response. Almost 
anyene can with frozen-face break up, 
as does Report, the fatuities of imag- 
ination and the lack even of logical 
range in such pedantic crackpot ortho- 
doxies as Herman Kahn’s Thinking 
About The Unthinkable. The per- 
versely rootless rationality can say 
anything because it lacks human 
authorship and purpose. 


For example, Report From Iron 
Mountain, and its whole genre, 
depends on what, with usual social 
science absurdity, it calls ‘“ value- 
free” thinking. Of course, certain 
“values” tarnish through such 
writings, especially a crude ideology 
of manipulative power. The institu- 
tional technologues who do this work 
are not disinterested. Though well- 
paid and honoured, they long for 
more power and immortal perman- 


ence. Report From Iron Mountain 
ends with the flat but appropriate 
usual recommendations that the 
“ War/Peace Committee” be given 
unlimited funds, secrecy, and author- 
ity. Such hard-headed pure aggrand- 
isement, generally characteristic of 
American technologues and adminis- 
trators, remains almost impenetrable 
—precisely because it is depersonal- 
ised and academically respectable. Is 
it war that ‘“ justifies” this betrayal 
of intellectual morality? 


Something else, I would suggest, also 
shows through in the writings of the 
technologues. The very impervious- 
ness of their style to human passion 
and imagination, and their rigid and 
depersonalised manner, point up the 
ritualistic form and incantatory tone. 
This is the literature of the High 
Priests of Technology. Their piety 
towards power and their religious 
faith in their computations of control 
and destruction should be identified 
as the cult of technocratic mysticism. 
Weird worship underpins = such 
“thinking”, despite the quaint em- 
ployment of “ science ” and ‘‘ reason ” 
and ‘ welfare’. I suspect that it may 
be the dominant psychotic religion of 
our age. Iconoclasm must be directed 
at such idolatry. 


Again, Report From Iron Mountain 
traps its own imaginative possibilities 
in mostly parodying the orthodox 
self-parodies of the technologues. The 
larger consequences, long imaged 
forth for us in various versions of the 
Permanent War society by Zamiatin, 
Huxley, Orwell, Burgess, and many 
others, would seem to require a 
larger moral passion. Granted, the 
subject presents grotesque difficulties 
for the imagination. The mad tech- 
nologues in popular fancy—for exam- 
ple, in Dr Strangelove and Fail-Safe 
and the few better Science Fictions— 
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come out just as bad jokes. Report 
From Iron Mountain’s relentless de- 
tail about official “ committee think- 
ing” is as banal as literal transcripts 
of Adolf Eichmann or Lyndon John- 
son. Exaggerate and you end up with 
the irrelevantly grotesque: tell it as 
it is and you lose human sense and 
felt life. Perhaps the madness that 
mechanises and rationalises much of 
our world cannot be played with, 
cannot provide art and argument, but 
can only be resisted and refused. 


Stabiliser 


Yet it seems that many earnestly 
thoughtful people still will not resist 
the blandishments and pieties of the 
technologues. Some readers even re- 
port being shocked by the mild 
mockeries from Iron Mountain. 1 am 
shocked by their shock! Is it really 
news to intelligent people that war 
provides the absolutely ‘essential 
economic stabiliser ” for large modern 
nations? Rather than brutally point 
out how. the faltering British could 
achieve the American way of affluent 
death, we might note, as does Report, 
the obvious correlations of military 
expansion and prosperity, of produc- 
tive efficiency and war-time morale, of 
belligerent foreign policy and indus- 
trial modernisation, and so forth. 


The self-evident characteristics of the 
economies of all large States some- 
times get confused by Marxist and 


capitalist polemics based on the pre- 
tence that the special essence of the 
“other system” requires war-order, 
when both obviously do. As Report 
From Iron Mountain notes, the eco- 
-nomic “necessity” of the military 
“waste ’”’ depends less on profits and 
ideology and even exploitation—these 
take their places as mere short-run 
war-system inducers—than on the 
basic and permanent structures of our 
societies. Economic doctrines and 
selfishness cannot adequately explain 
the ornate derangements of megal- 
omania, of power and control for their 
own sake. 


It was a radical commonplace 2 gen- 
eration ago in America that we had 
created a ‘Permanent War-time 
Economy ” as a matter of basic organ- 
isation and belief. Which also means, 
as Report From Iron Mountain argues 
in its middle (and best) sections, that 
we have a Permanent War political 
and social order. The Vietnam War 
inheres in the system-—-as_ result 
rather than cause. Any genuine peace 
(other than the rhythmic control by 
way of alternating Hot and Cold 
Wars) would be “ destabilising ”. With 
many traditional patterns of motiva- 
tion gone in a mass automated society, 
how can one maintain competitive 
life-styles without arbitrary war- 
system responses? What “defence 
procurement” does for balance and 
control in the economy, the military 
and similar anti-democratic ‘“‘ser- 
“ anti-social”? groups 


vices” do for 
and discontent. 


Currently in America, for example, 
permanent and accelerated military 
conscription enslaves numerous 
blacks and militant youth—just when 
they are getting most rebellious. And 
these authoritarian State services in- 
directly achieve controlling effects on 
the motivations and roles for much of 
the rest of the population. It would 
take great ingenuity and difficulty, 
Report argues, to find effective sub- 
stitutes. Supposing, of course, that one 
wants to maintain the same sort of 
society—for nothing less than that is 
im question in opposing the particulars 
of the war-system. 


I think it should be added that, for 
efficiency and moral gloss, our new 
totalitarianisms depend on measured 
rather than maximised repression. 
That they don’t go all the way in 
viciousness confuses some, both Right 
aud Left. But they shouldn’t be dis- 
appointed: shrewd propriety in re- 
pressive power aims to compensate 
for the one weakness of the old 
totalitarianisms—they didn’t last long. 
Above all, our institutions, culminat- 
ing in the State, commit themselves to 
self-perpetuation and self-rationalisa- 
tion, without undue regard for human 
qualities. 


Perverse-utopian 


War-stylisation pervades all. The mili- 
tary model provides the major form 
for the State even when it reluctantly 
attempts to meet obvious social needs, 
as in “ The Peace Corps” and “ The 
War On Poverty”. These men just 
can’t think any other way—and with 
good reason. “Internal warfare” 
against the State’s own citizens, by 
police and other institutional control- 
lers, more and more imitates the ways 
of “ external warfare”, right down to 


small details of ‘organisation ad 
manners and barbarism. Scientitic 
research and technical application to 
human wants can only append them- 
selves to war-technology. 


To be sure, Report From Iron Moun- 
tain does miss some crucial points, 
such as that in America the educa- 
tional and entertainment industries 
train and indoctrinate a Permanent 
War sensibility. It also ignores the 
metaphysical dimensions in the auto- 
mating of death, the desperate “as 
if” use of antique values about war 
which almost no one believes, and the 
attempt to exalt a bored dehumanisa- 
tion as the ultimate salvation from 
human desire. But some obtuseness is 
almost inevitable in imitating, how- 
ever mockingly, official and academic 
thinking and its “ military-style 
objectivity ”. 

Above all, however, Report From 
Iron Mountain provides a minor 
example of the  perverse-utopian 
literature so appropriate to our time, 
following out our usual logic to nasty 
conclusions. Actually this one only 
abstractly suggests. ‘‘ War itself is the 
basic social system, within which 
other secondary modes of social 
organisation conflict or conspire.” The 
first half of that sentence provides a 
prolegomenon to our present realities: 
the second half suggests a possible 
direction to radically different future 
realities. In spite of the author, who 
seems to share both the fatal ambi- 
valence and the increasingly extreme 
awareness that now necessarily 
characterise what in America we call 
“liberals”, he makes it seem prob- 
able that a peaceful and meaningful 
society can only come about through 
radical change. 


Touchingly, the author sometimes 
flirts with rather radical questionings 


ADRIAN MITCHELL 


As | write this there is 
a procession passing my window 


BANG BANG BANG 


TARA CHI-TUM TITA 


Iam very old 
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of the very existence of the State, of 
social cohesiveness, of scientific and 
artistic and moral “order”, because 
he relates them all, however cauti- 
ously, to the Permanent War sensi- 
bility. Of course his document-form, 
itself an illness with Americans, sug- 
gests that the author, too, may suffer 
from such technologue fallacies as 
that “the war system cannot be 
allowed to disapper until... we know 
exactly what .. . to put in its place.” 
This intellectual version of the Ameri- 
can national vice of “ positive think- 
ing”, even unto destruction, rests on 
an abstract faith in “detailed sys- 
tems” of power. Inevitably they 
become systems of war. 


For the most part, I would argue, the 
falsification and repression and des- 
truction that are especially character- 
istic of our time arise less from per- 
sonal violence and human hostility 
than from what passes for systematic 
and decorous rationality. The Perma- 
nent War sensibility will certainly 
kill us as humans, turn us all into 
iron-heads, if our technology doesn’t 
do it first. All reports, including that 
from Iron Mountain, indicate that 
such heads bow down in piety to- 
wards the technological State and 
worship technique and order and 
power in and for themselves. These 
iron idols must be downed! 


Kingsley Widmer is Professor of 
English at San Diego State College in 
California. He served a prison sen- 
tence on conscientious grounds in 
1948-49 under the US _ Selective 
Service Law, though he was in fact 
an old combat veteran of World War 
Il. He is the author of books on D. H. 
Lawrence and Henry Miller and has 
written an outstanding work called 
“The Literary Rebel ”. 


I have to get up three times in the morning and sleep after lunch 


BANG BANG BANG 
TARA CHI-TUM TITA 


Tam so old 


I am still paying off my danegeld at a poem a month 


VOTE VOTE VOTE FOR MR MANDRAKE 


(Scream) 


HE’S THE MAN TO SEE YOU THROUGH 


BANG BANG 


Iam extremely old 
I remember when the coastlines on maps were completely different 


BANG BANG BANG 
TARA CHI-TUM TITA 


Iam so damned old and tired 
With the sex war the class war the race war the war war 


BANG BANG BANG 


I can remember nothing but war 
SS a a a a a BS a ST IE IIT EI 
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Rudi Dutschke of SDS. 


GERMANY 


from page 5 


action is less injurious to the general 
good than the abuse which they are 
trying to remove”. 


For five years after the split with 
SPD the SDS drew in their horns. 
They studied revolution: the classics 
of the French Revolution, Marx, 
Lenin, Rosa Luxembourg and Mao 
Tse Tung. They questioned the pre- 
sent intellectual generation: Adorno, 
Horkheimer, Habemas, Marcuse. 
Looking back, present SDS members 
characterise the period as ‘“non- 
involved theorising as a reaction to 
the pragmatic compromise opportun- 
ism of SPD”. Thus SDS prepared an 
ideological basis for later praxis. With 
the future in mind, working groups 
for younger members started. They 
discussed the relation between the 
social structure on the one hand and 
politics, economics, education, and 
the arts on the other. 


Standpunkt (Viewpoint) was the SDS 
journal founded in the early years 
and sold in all Universities. Working 
groups also issued occasional journals 

which summaries of work and 
articles by well-known left-wing 
writers appeared. Relations were also 
established with trade unions: In 
Berlin the trade union establishment 
is staunchly reactionary but neverthe- 
less, in “ Republic Clubs” founded 
there in May 1967, young trade union- 
ists and SDS members formed politic- 
ally active centres. 


It was in 1966 that, in response to the 
Berkeley campus action in America, 
the reorientation from theory to prac- 
tice began. The simple forthrightness 
of Beat and Hippy protest appealed 
to the SDS need for emancipation. So 
the first demonstration took place in 
Berlin—against the Vietnam War. 
They learned a lesson: afterwards 
the public discussed not the war-issue 
but the issue of tomatoes and other 
missiles thrown in the demonstration. 


But things really moved in June that 
year when 3,000 students sat-in on 
the compulsory selection examina- 
tions at the Free University of Berlin. 
For the first time the majority of 
students (not only the Left) united 
against the authorities under the 
banner of SDS. Yet SDS made it 
clear to the participants that the real 
cause of their grievances lay not in 
the University structure but in the 
social structure. It was impressed 
upon the students that SDS policy was 
to work for the breakdown of oligar- 
chic rule and the realisation of demo- 
cratic freedom in all areas of the 
community. 


That autumn the SPD formed a coali- 
tion with the CDU. The disillusion- 
ment with the conventional political 
apparatus was final. In November the 
orator who vehemently attacked the 
Coalition was Rudi Dutschke. 


IV 


Enough has been said already to make 
it quite clear that the situation was 
ripe for riot prior to the attempt on 
Dutschke’s life. That event this 
Easter was merely the occasion for 
the eruption of violence already 
latent in the situation. It was not long 
before that a non-violent demonstra- 
tion against the Shah of Persia’s visit 
ended—after the students were pro- 
voked by Persian royalists whom the 
police made no attempt to stop—in a 
brawl in which police went berserk 
with truncheons, resulting in the 
death of a philosophy student, Benno 
Ohnessorg, who was shot by a police- 
man. 


Dutschke came to West Berlin in 


1960. A member of the Evangelical 
Youth Organisation in East Germany, 
he was refused University entrance 
for not joining the People’s Army. 
Until 1966 Dutschke was unknown to 
the public, but he and his friends 
(Schlotterer, Teufel) took over the 
leadership of SDS. They said: “ With- 
out provocation we shall never be 
noticed ” (Dutschke). ‘‘ We have only 
to break the regulations with which 
the authorities render our protest 
non-effective and out come the trun- 
cheons. That means: we have the 
possibility of exposing the hidden 
authoritarian, pre-fascist structure of 
this city by provocation” (Schlot- 
terer). 


In this country we are led by Press 
reports to believe that the radicals 
are a minority. But a survey carried 
out on behalf of Der Spiegel showed 
that 67% of all German youth (Upper 
School and University) and 74% of the 
student population thought protest 
and demonstration a good thing. And 
Dutschke has been thrust forward as 
the leader of SDS because he can 
think and act. According to Die Zeit 
of September 1967—a democratic 
socialist (not SPD) newspaper as 
solid as The Times but with a serious- 
ness equalled by few intellectual 
periodicals—Dutschke is ‘no fast- 
talker or public clown ... but a 
highly intelligent, well-read, informed 
homo politicus who knows exactly 
what he wants. Rudi Dutschke is not 
an individualist. He is also not merely 
a comrade of the SDS militia. He re- 
calls Savonarola, or a _ medieval 
Franciscan taking issue with the 
Official Church on behalf of the poor. 
For what motivates him is a mission- 
ary secular compassion about oppres- 
sion and hunger.” 


Dutschke is successful with the 
students because he voices their un- 
articulated intuitions. “It is a scandal 
that we should live in a world in 
which thousands die every day from 
hunger while the rift between rich 
and poor grows wider. In Belgium, 
while India starved, 500,000 cauli- 
flowers were dumped to Keep prices 
up in the Common Market.” On such 
issues Dutschke shares common 
ground with most of us. But what 
kind of revolution is Dutschke calling 
for? His call, repeatedly, has been for 
a non-violent revolution—but in prac- 
tice it is different. 


In an introduction to a pamphlet by 
Che Guevara, translated by himself 
and Gaston Salvatore, Dutschke sees 
in Vietnam the evidence that the 
structure of privilege in capitalist 
societies works out (externalises) its 
internal aggression and conflict. The 
process of emancipation in the Third 
World must be accomplished by 
guerrilla action on Maoist lines. The 
psychological impulse of this struggle 
is hate. Dutschke reflects Herbert 
Marcuse’s notion of “ real tolerance ” 
as being partisan intolerance against 
the Right. 


The task in the cities of industrial 
States is to coordinate world-wide 
opposition to oppression, to take part 
in the struggle of the Third World, 
and to destructure imperialism from 
within. With respect to current events 
in Berlin, “force” means organised 
resistance such as sit-downs to pre- 
vent the distribution of the Springer 
newspapers. There seems to be no 
question of Dutschke advocating 
Ghandian non-violence: the revolu- 
tionary struggle must extend also to 
the cities. But Dutschke does not ex- 
plain how guerrilla strategies de- 
signed for the jungle can be applied 
in a city. The comparison itself pro- 
vides no method. As for the aims of 
revolution, he says that “the whole 
emancipation movement suffers from 


the fact that it hasn’t yet outlined a 
concrete Utopia.” 


The struggle is with us: we want to 


join it: but what is the struggle 


towards? 


V 


In Germany it is almost an old joke 
that ‘‘a citizen’s first obligation is 
rest and quiet.” But every generation 
has its reasonable people and they 
are not found only among the young. 
A reputable North German newspaper 
devoted a special article this New 
Year to “ Healthy Unquiet ”. It said: 


“ Students like Dutschke and Teufel 
set us to work. They look for ways 
and means to shock and to stir the 
older generation. . . . Isn’t it a 
matter of continually renewing 
attitudes of mind and _ political 
opinions in the light of social 
realities? ” 

Those of us who have grown up since 

World War II and found a natural 

spiritual alliance with mankind as a 


whole—or at least, with the idea of 
it—ought not to castigate our elders 
for having grown up in a world still 
departmentalised nationally. The de- 
partments stand between us and free- 
dom still, but now only as national 
institutions which exist but no longer 
have realities. They arose out of 
national and not inter-national praxis. 
If we destroy these institutions in- 
stead of transforming them through 
enlightened and enlightening praxis 
from within, we shall destroy our- 
selves. Don’t let’s be fooled by the 
apostles of destruction: Dr Joseph 
Berke at the Anti-University in Lon- 
don has yet to propose the alternative 
con-struction. It makes more sense to 
recall Dutschke’s positive proposal to 
make dead structures live. He was 
shot at Easter, and that’s what Easter 
means: rejuvenation, resurrection. 


David Kuhrt is on the editorial board 
of Resurgence and is a poet and 
teacher. He earns his living lecturing 
in philosophy. 


GEORGE TOLMIE on the Utopian vision of 


Herbert Marcuse 


More and more accounts are coming 
out of Germany, and are being re- 
ported in the British and American 
press, of the strong and vibrant ‘“‘ New 
Left” developing in Germany. The 
fervour and dedication of the partici- 
pants in this New Left is a constant 
source of marvel to these same re- 
ports. The leading figure of this new 
German renaissance in the Post-Hitler 
Germany, which had virtually 
throttled a Left tradition extending 
back to Marx himself, is Herbert 
Marcuse. Why is this man exerting 
such an intensive influence on the new 
movement? 


The answers to these questions are 
complex and extensive. Marcuse, 
author of Eros and Civilisation and 
One-Dimensional Man, represents a 
return to the grandeur of the early 
Marx, who attempted in his writings 
to embody in a scientific fashion 
almost every Utopian ideal and the 
pa goals of poets. Marx was 
ardly ever to be found against these 
goals. Instead he offered to the be- 


Ieagured dreaming and suffering man- P 


kind a scientific critique of the society 
which stood between the poet and his 
dreams, a scientific critique of the 
method of reaching these goals, and 
finally a scientific critique of the goals 
themselves in order to make sophisti- 
cated that which was only crudely or 
provincially conceived. 


With the death of Lenin, however, a 
Biblical style of interpreting Marx 
began to set in, stifling the very life- 
blood in the West of the appeal of 
Marx to the broad masses of the 
people. It was this stifled spirit which 
became the manure from which 
Fascism and Nazism developed and 
on which they depended. It became all 
the easier for Hitler and Mussolini to 
accentuate the aggressive and brutal 
aspects of the social order. Soon the 
spirit of Marx became starched and 


stifled in order to suit the needs of 
party organisations—especially those 
Sterile superficial leaders at the top 
of such organisations. 

Marcuse has taken Marx back to the 
poets, has re-joined the scientific 
critique in response to the yearnings 
of the ages. Chief among these poetic- 
scientific types was Sigmund Freud. 
Marcuse has_ exhaustively  inter- 
related the systems of Marx and his 
conception of social oppression with 
that of Freud and his theories of re- 
pression. Both Marx and _ Freud 
(within the framework of their sys- 
tems) conceived of the existing order 
of culture, which grows up out of a 
long history, as the result of the 
brutalisation of mankind. Both looked 


to the social relations of mankind as , 


the paramount concern of a scientific 
view of the social existence of man- 
kind and the possibility of moving on 
beyond the brutal and slave esserice 
of culture. 

Marcuse, in Eros and Civilisation, has 
held up the need to conduct philoso- 
hy and scientific study of society 
with both a concern for economics and 
a concern for sexuality. The genius of 
Marx was to have seen the influence 
of economics on the theories of man. 
The genius of Freud was to have seen 
the influence of sex on man’s think- 
ing and aspirations. 

To youth and non-bureaucratic adults 
a bombshell was dropped into their 
midst. Long used to sterile and 
staggering accounts of trivia and un- 
connected data pawned off as “ edu- 
cation ”’—which only lead deeper 
down the path of death, mayhem, and 
the betrayal of ideals—increasing 
numbers of people have come over to 
the camp of Marcuse. The openly 
proclaimed task of Marcuse is to head 
off blind surging, which so often 
sweeps far too many socialists into 
the same blindness, towards self- 
destruction and mass mayhem.—LNS. 


THE GUTTERSNIPER 
from Thomas De Baggio 
in Washington 


Poor old 
Uncle Sam 


Pipe up a little pity for good ole 
Uncle Sam in his star-spangled tatters. 
He’s not the rich uncle the world 
expected—not in the view of some 
Washington economic sages. If you 
have always pictured the US as a 
somewhat raptorial rich tyrant with a 
small percentage of the world’s popu- 
lation but a commodious bulk of its 
wealth, you’re in store for a little 
enlightenment. 


While your image of the North 
American colossus may fit perfectly 
with the economic facts, there is an- 
other side to the dinner table. The 
picture being promoted here these 
days is of a country struggling, under- 
developed, dependent on _ other 
nations, a classic “have-not”. And not 
just the way Europeans in their smug 
righteousness have always thought— 
culturally and spiritually. It’s part of 
the new economic Bible carried 
through the halls of Congress and 
Government right next to the hip flask 
of moon-shine propaganda. 


This is the new rationalisation, 
cleverly wrought up by the buy-up 
Americans who are clustering world- 
business to their monopolistic breasts. 
This same sad creature—poor, starv- 
ing Uncle Sam—is also being called 
upon to peddle similar gooey concoc- 
tions explaining US involvement in 
Vietnam and elsewhere. Here’s how it 
sounded one day in Congress, from 
Joe Waggoner Jr., a Louisiana Demo- 
crat: 


“The United States is by and 
large a have-not nation. The in- 
dustrialists and the military peo- 
ple tell me there are 77 critical 
materials vitally important to the 
economic and military survival of 
this country, and we are totally 
sufficient in only 11 of those 
items, and in part or in whole 
we must import the other 66 
items critical to our industrial 
economy and to our military. I 
find that some of those critical 
materials—such as copper, mica, 
and antimony, for example — 
come from... south-east Asia 
and Africa. Two-thirds of the 
free world’s known reserves in 
iron ore are . . . to be found in 
South America.” 


A blueprint for conquest could not be 
spelled-out in more rounded adjec- 
tives. But that is innocent, patriotic 
Empire Builder talk compared to the 
more cynical capitalist yak one is able 
to hear bugalooing along Wall Street 
or read in one of the stockmarket 
trade papers. What honestly motivates 
American business towards foreign 
outlets and consolidations is the 
Simple fact that they can get away 
with it. There is nothing stopping 
them from creating vast monopolies 
away from America. 


That they carry with them the heavy 
mantle of official US trade prohibi- 
tions, and in fact the whole dingy 
State Department, is further patrio- 
tic razzmatazz from their point of 
view. If Britain is in danger of be- 
coming the 5lst State, it’s in a big, 
fast-paced race for the spot. 


Lovely RITA 


“Potentially calamitous” is how an 
American Embassy official has des- 
cribed the effect on troop morale of 
ACT, the newsletter produced by 
RITA (Resisters Inside the Army) 
and aimed at pointing out to their 
fellow servicemen why and how they 
too might go about resisting the 
American war effort. Second issue, 


out; contact: c/o Jean Paul Sartre 4 


BP 130 Paris 14. 
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MILITARY PARADE: WHY 
ISRAEL DEFIED THE UN 


Bill Hillier writes: On Thursday, May 
2, 4,500 Israeli soldiers, 190 tanks, and 
an assortment of Arab weaponry cap- 
tured in the June war, were to parade 
through the Arab sector of Jerusalem, 
while 360 aircraft flew past overhead. 
The parade was planned to take place 
in defiance of a unanimous resolution 
of the UN Security Council, and a 
personal plea from U Thant. The 
Israelis refused to receive U Thant’s 


letter, the first time in UN history that 


a member state has done so. Demons- 
trations by Arab women in East Jeru- 
salem protesting against the parade 
have been broken up by the police. 
More precisely the Israelis fear that 
to avoid the Arab sector on the annual 
military parade that marks the anni- 
versary of the founding of Israel, 
would be interpreted as an admission 
that the city was not finally united 
under their control. 


The argument that the Palestinian 
guerrillas would interpret a parade 
limited to the Jewish sector as recog- 
nition of their power to disrupt was 
also a potent factor. 


Unable to state these arguments at 
the UN, the Israeli representative in 
the Security Council debate could 
only argue farcically that Israeli 
troops in the occupied territories were 
“ free to move, act and parade as they 
see fit”. 


The issue of the parade seems to have 
had the useful by-product of crystal- 
lising the opposing views in the Israeli 
cabinet. It is clear now that the 


Vietnam 
shipping 


“Domei News”, bulletin of Japanese 
Labour Confederation, reports grow- 
ing opposition to the Vietnam war 
among Japanese trade-unionists. The 
Seamen’s Union recently called on the 
government to halt the sending of 
ships to hazardous areas in Vietnam. 


Recent reports stated that 37 ships 
were moored at the mouth of the 
Mekong and tributaries without pilots 
available to help them sail. The 
unions are requesting the employers’ 
associations to stop sending ships to 
Vietnam “until safety is guaranteed”. 


The Chinese seem to be doing their 
bit to interfere with the Vietnamese 


shipping traffic too... but in a 
slightly different way. 
The Soviet tanker ‘“Komsomolets 


Ukrainy,” carrying cargo for North 
Vietnam was detained by the Chinese 
authorities in Whampoa (the Canton 
deep-water fort) on March 27. The 
Soviet government protested +o 
Peking on March 31 and again on 
April 3, and an announcement on the 
latter date stated that the Chinese 
authorities were inventing various ex- 
cuses to prevent the ship leaving. 


“Soviet News” claimed that armed 
Chinese servicemen had broken down 
doors and stormed into the tanker’s 
interior, using force against the crew’s 
officers and men. “These actions 
... ” said the Russians, “are of a 
premeditated and provocative nature 
and constitute a flagrant violation of 
international law.” They can only be 
regarded as signifying an intention to 
harm the cause of aid by socialist 
countries for the Vietnamese people 
in their heroic struggle against the 
American aggressor.” 

Soviet news agency TASS finally re- 
ported that following governmental 
pressure the “Komsomolets Ukrainy” 
had been released and sailed on April 


DAVE SHIPPER 


“moderates ” who only wish to annex 
part of the captured territory, and 
who might be prepared to make a 
paternalistic arrangement for self- 
determination of some of the Pales- 
tinian Arabs, are alarmed by the 
popular growth of a movement to 
annex all the captured territories. 


Realising that the hope for massive 
Jewish immigration from the West is 
a dream, and certain that a large 
Arab population could not be held 
down for long, they are anxious to 
make some territorial concessions, 
build up a series of deals with the 
separate Arab states beginning with 
Jordan, and retain the essentially 
Jewish character of the state within 
more limited boundaries. The 
“Greater Israel” movement on the 
other hand is supported by a small 
but highly effective minority in the 
Cabinet. The “ moderates” fear that 
unless their influence can be curbed, 
even Hussein will be unable to begin 
informal negotiations. Israel must be 
the only country in the world where 


Police break up a protest by Arab 
women against Israel’s proposed Inde- 
pendence Day Parade through Arab 


Jerusalem. Meanwhile arrests, and 
deportation, of political activists in 
occupied areas continue. 


the soldiers have appealed to intel- 
lectuals and artists to moderate their 
extremism on national issues. 


The ‘‘ moderates” however are on 
slipping ground. Their position can 
be compared to that of Jim Callaghan 
in relation to Enoch Powell. Because 
their opposition is based not on prin- 
ciple, but on tactics, they must give 
way to the extremists when they 
argue the logical consequences of 
their common premises. They know 
that the parade may put paid to 
hopes of an early compromise with 
Hussein, and that the long-term con- 
sequences of this will be incalculable. 
But there is nothing they can now do 
about it. The extremists are able to 
present the moderates with a fait 
accompli. 


German pacifists provoke 
rage... and interest 


“Gas Chambers” and “Labour camps” 
were recommended by spectators for 
those who took part in a demonstra- 
tion in protest at a public oath-taking 
ceremony by German soldiers in 
Frankfurt last month. 


The spectators—including soldiers as 
well as civilians — also physically 
attacked the demonstrators, assisted 
by German military police. The 
demonstrators, 80 members of the 
local War Resisters International sec- 
tion, with pupils and students, tried 
to turn the parade into a festival. 


They started a firework display, 
(bangers, bengal lights, gold and 
silver rain, children’s trumpets), and 
when the oath was taken, they swore 
a counter-oath “I swear to serve the 


Beats as it sweeps 


“The most notorious liar in the 
country”. That’s how J. Edgar 
Hoover, head of the FBI, described 
Martin Luther King back in Novem- 
ber 1964. He hasn’t retracted his 
statement yet. So who’s in charge of 
the investigation into King’s murder ? 
J. Edgar Hoover. 


destruction of humanity, to defend 
injustice and oppression, so help me 
God, Amen.” 


This was the climax of an extended 
project in the course of which every 
German barracks in Frankfurt (all 48 
of them) was repeatedly leafletted by 
groups of War Resisters. The purpose 
was to inform soldiers of their right 
to refuse military service on con- 
scientious grounds, as about 3,000 
have done in the last ten years, and 
to bring into public discussion the 
power political danger of the army. 


“In expectation of the leaflet cam- 
paign the military authorities started 
a hectic indoctrination which, al- 
though it was one-sided, promoted the 
interest of the soldiers in conscien- 
tious objection.” 


The authorities tried to disperse leaf- 
letters, held up army leave in some 
cases, had water cannon in reserve in 
others. In some places demonstrators 
were invited by officers to come in for 
discussions inside the barracks—the 
idea being to keep away from the 
ordinary soldiers. 

The net result: 700 inquiries by 
soldiers in the first five weeks, with 
a continuing flow ever since. 
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INSIDE THE SYSTEM OR OUT? 


Violence or democratic control 


Every now and then one cannot help 
feeling that a turning point is reached 
in world-events, after’ which the 
assumptions of people’s actions will 
necessarily change. The last weekend 
in March 1968 seems to me to have 
been such a point in time. The revul- 
sion against four Labour candidates 
in by-elections, the retirement of 
Lyndon Johnson from the Presiden- 
tial stakes, the shooting of Martin 
Luther King, the collapse of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development in Delhi—all came 
together. 


Their coming together must surely 
mark the end of the assumption of 
Anglo-Saxon politicians in the post- 
war period—i.e. that we all now agree 
about what we want and therefore the 
world can be managed by the profes- 
sionals without consulting the people. 
Of course, Peace News and much of 
the Left in Britain have for long been 
challenging this phoney consensus. It 
is now collapsing from the inherent 
contradictions in the world-situation 
which the politicians were so anxious 
to conceal. 


Now that the wraps are removed, we 
are faced more starkly than before 
with the rising threat of violence, as 
the poor and underprivileged every- 
where stake their claim to humanity. 
What is the response of Peace News, 
and of the pacifists who are also 
socialists, to be? The prevailing mood 
among students and intellectuals is 
one of total rejection of the existing 
political institutions and of a search- 
ing through protest for new agencies 
of social change that assume the need 
for revolutionary violence. 


Few of us can be sure that in Bolivia 
or Vietnam or Harlem we should not 
be found on the side of revolutionary 
war. Yet here in Britain the situation 
really is different. There remains a 
huge range of possible political 
activity before we need to consider 
retiring to form “ focos”’ in the Welsh 
and Scottish mountains. In our revolt 
against the politicians we need to con- 
sider carefully what it is that is 
happening. 

Fundamentally, what we have to see 
is that, in the period of the phoney 
consensus, the institutions so hard- 
won by the struggles of workers in 
the past have been devalued. In the 
hypocrisy and demoralisation of the 
Wilson Government, the Labour 
Party itself becomes an object of 
derision. In the subterfuges on in- 
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comes and prices indulged in by the 
lords and knights of the TUC, the 
unions become the subject for farce. 
In the double-talk of international 
manouevring the United Nations be- 
comes the symbol of human helpless- 
ness. Yet there remain tens of thous- 
ands of sincere, courageous, clear- 
thinking men and women in the 
unions, in the Labour Party, and in 
the international organisations sup- 
porting the United Nations. Should 
they leave their movements—which 
means leaving it to the unserious, the 
cowardly and muddle-headed, who 
hang round the corridors of power? 


It might seem at first sight that if they 
would only join the students and 
radical intellectuals they could form a 
new movement outside the existing 
institutions that could really begin to 
create the conditions for social 
change Here I want to suggest that 


ALLEN 
SKINNER’S 


PERSONAL 
COWMMENT 


‘The ; 
demonstration 
sphere’ 


The most succinct and telling com- 
ment that I have yet seen about this 
year’s Easter March was Rooum’s 
cartoon in Peace News for April 12, 
in which he, showed a group of 
marchers bearing placards for an in- 
congruous assortment of unrelated 
objects, protests, and proclamations 
of support. 


There has been much discussion on 
the subject since then, particularly in 
The Guardian, following a description 
of the March as seen by Jean Stead. 
The last comment I have seen in The 
Guardian discussion was in a letter on 
April 20, and it seems to me to pro- 
vide the perfect pointer on the puer- 
ility of the thinking that is today 
given to the question of the purpose 
of these marches. 


“ Relevance is absolutely necessary in 
the demonstration sphere,” says the 
writer. We are to select such subjects, 
it is evident, as will be of assistance 
in developing the ‘“ demonstration 
sphere”. Could there be a more 
fatuous confusion of means and ends? 
Slogans like “Scrap Polaris” are out 
of date, he urges, because “ they don’t 
relate to a live issue ”. 


The Polaris Submarine is the most 
deadly development so far in the ad- 
vance in the means of nuclear des- 
truction—but apparently this no 
longer has the relevance it had ten 
years ago before it was harnessed to 
the Polaris method of delivery. That 
it may be responsible for the ultimate 
destruction of humanity on_ this 
planet is of course an aspect of the 
matter—but it is not a live issue and 
is therefore not relevant in the 
“demonstration sphere ”’. 


Conversely, a demonstration at the 
London offices of the Springer group 
of newspapers (not one of which has 
ever been read by one in ten thousand 
of the British people) is, it seems, a 
different matter. It has “relevance ”. 
What it has relevance to is not dis- 
cussed—no need to consider the 
issues involved in the struggle in 
Germany that provided the occasion 
and no need to consider the desir- 
ability of the methods adopted. It 
fits into the “ demonstration sphere ”’: 


they are not going to leave the exist- 
ing institutions, except to give up all 
political activity—and this is not be- 
cause of misplaced loyalty or corrup- 
tion or lack of courage but because 
instinctively, if not consciously, they 
will not separate themselves from 
their contact with the people they 
know and have worked with in the 
club or workshop or committee room. 


If you live north of the Trent and 
shun the ivory towers of the academ- 
ics and the status circles of business, 
then you know that the life of the 
majority of the population - still 
centres round the working men’s 
club or miners’ welfare, the union 
and the local Labour Party. Where- 
ever you live, for most men and some 
women the place of work and not the 
home is where you live for most of 
your waking hours. Any movement for 
peace or democracy that fails to take 


and this is the single point, according 
to our letter-writer, with which CND 
should concern itself. 


What has happened to CND provides 
a striking example in embryo of the 
self-perpetuating character of institu- 
tions. It started in a particular situa- 
tion for a particular purpose—to try 
to prevent the British nation from 
arming itself with the H-Bomb. 
Circumstances have changed and the 
issue with which those who partici- 
pated were concerned is not the same 
today, and it seems to me that those 
responsible for the conduct of the 
affairs of CND should give serious 
consideration to the question of its 
function—indeed, to whether it has a 
function at all. We do not want a 
Campaign for the Perpetuation of 
Easter Marches. 


When the Easter Marches began they 
had a clearly recognisable purpose. 
It had still to be decided whether 
Britain should be equipped with the 
H-Bomb. The British had reached the 
end of their history as a great 
imperialist Power but still carried 
with them the illusion of power. If, 
with the advent of this new and 
monstrous weapon that provided a 
menace that could nullify the power 
of all the weapons that had preceded 
it, a prime operator in the field of 
power-politics could decide that any 
reliance upon it was something too 
devastating to be accepted as a basis 
for continuance, then a new and 
more hopeful attitude to international 
relationships might be achieved. 


It was well worthwhile to bring to- 
gether people who would demonstrate 
for such a purpose, even if, apart 
from this single objective, they repre- 
sented a miscellany of political aspira- 
tions. Even where there was crucial 
disagreement—as, for example, be- 
tween the unconditional renunciation 
of the H-Bomb and the proposal for 
a treaty for its universal prohibition 
—the demonstrations had then the 
advantage of drawing attention to the 


‘kind of threat with which humanity is 


confronted. 


The initial aim of a unilateral renun- 
ciation by Britain was side-stepped by 
the evasSiveness and duplicity of the 
Labour Party leadership and also by 
the fact that the British equipment 
with these weapons was brought 
about in British subordination to the 
US policy of nuclear development. A 
British decision to abandon the H- 
Bomb today would make nothing like 
the impact it would have made at the 
beginning of the present decade. In 
this connection Britain is already in 
the position of the 51st State and 
action in this area has to be directed 
towards the influencing of US policy. 


That the minds and activities of those 
who were to the foreground in the 


root in the places of work and of 
working-class culture (however small 
a cosmopolitan would find the “c”) 
is doomed to fail—period. 


This is not to say that students and 
intellectuals and independent groups 
of radical thinking individuals have 
no influence on society. Their pro- 
tests, their witness and their ideas, 
where the mass media allow them to, 
have their effect. But the effect is 
slight and slow-working and forever 
cancelled by the more powerful in- 
fluences of work-discipline, phoney 
consensus politics, and admass. More- 
over, individuals and groups which 
stick together in sects and cabals, 
each enjoying the comfort of its own 
unanimity, will not only remain 
largely powerless but also hopelessly 
ignorant of the human potential 


continued on next page 


development of the Easter Marches 
are now much more occupied with 
the character of the social order that 
produces the conditions of war, even 
under the supreme menace of the 
H-Bomb, is a natural consequence. 
The trouble is that protest psychology 
has been carried over from a situation 
in which it had point and purpose to 
the new situation in which it is not 
merely useless but has become a 
means of escaping necessity. 


There is no value in bringing together 
in an organisation or demonstration 
a crowd of people who have an 
assemblage of things they object to 
but are unable to decide on any 
fundamental positive conception 
round which they can agree. The 
great need today is for agreement on 
a positive view of the society for 
which we desire to work. If no such 
agreement exists, then the primary 
need is for frank discussion on the 
matter with a view to clarifying 
issues. Even when there is a positive 
view of the ends to be sought, if in- 
compatible means are used then the 
ends will be destroyed in the process 
of trying to attain them. 


We saw this terrible process develop 
in the decades following the Russian 
Revolution: it was one of the factors 
in the minds of those who sought to 
develop a tactic of non-violent direct 
action in this country. It is much 
worse if we resort to a variety of 
means without any agreement on the 
ends we seek to achieve, especially 
if most of those resorting to the 
ete have no conception of ends at 
all. 


Even apart from the socially-debasing 
effect involved in the increasing 
resort to violence that we are now 
experiencing, the continuous depend- 
ance on a politics of protest is really 
a denial of democracy—or a despair- 
ing admission of our incapacity for it. 
It is true that the way we conduct 
our national business has little to do 
with anything that can justly be 
termed democracy, but if the action 
we take in seeking to remedy this 
situation stops at protest it is a pro- 
nouncement that we look to some 
authority other than ourselves to pro- 
vide the positive ideas implied by our 
protest and that a formulation on the 
kind of social structure that is neces- 
sary is something that does not fall 
within our function or capacity. 


Even where desirable ends are sought 
by wrong means, the attempt to 
achieve them by such means can des- 
troy them. Where there are no agreed 
ends but only a medley of means 
associated with a vain hope that 
something positive may arise from 
them, then what is -likely to be 
achieved is an ever-deepening chaos: 
and this in turn will provide the con- 
ditions for a tyranny. 
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damned up everywhere and awaiting 
its release. 


An article by Geof Bevan in Peace 
News (April 5) titled “We Are The 
Power People” precisely illustrates 
my point. His main practical proposal 
is that we should organise the mass 
tearing up of ballot papers in elec- 
tions. This is in effect typical of an 
act of violence: it uses no argument 
to persuade but only a violent gesture 
to shock. Geof Bevan himself seems 
to realise this when he talks of pro- 
test as ‘only playing the game on 
their terms”. His main theme, how- 
ever, is that it is time for ‘us, the 
people, to take power. .. . There are 
enough of us to start,” he writes, 
a small independent groups, 
capable of discussing, mobilising, 
expressing, and acting on felt com- 
munity needs.” 


He is right only if we try to act as a 
leaven inside wider organisations, 
arguing, talking, persuading, always 
confronting, and at the same time 
learning. That is how popular institu- 
tions and the organisations of labour 
that were built up on principles of 
democracy may once more be demo- 
cratised and so revitalised. We are 
not enough alone, and it is the most 
monstrous arrogance to talk about 
“us, the people ” if we are only going 
to act together in our own little 
groups of like-minded people. 


Now the tragedy of Geof Bevan’s 
article is that it appears on this sub- 
ject immediately following the Not- 
tingham Conference on _ [ndustrial 
Democracy. Did he not know? Attend- 
ing were 500 delegates, mainly trade 
unionists, with a large group of 
students present. The Conference was 
enormously relevant. What happened 
at it was the birth of an idea—after 
some years gestation in earlier 
Workers Control conferences and at 
just the turning point I noted earlier. 
The idea is simply that workers con- 
trol groups—or_ people’s power 
groups, if you prefer—should be 
formed everywhere, inside the exist- 
ing organisations of factory and 
office, school and hospital, and no 
less inside the trade unions and the 
Labour Party branches. 


These groups would be responding, as 
Geof Bevan sees, to real community 
needs, but working inside wider 
organisations, both political and in- 
dustrial, in order to widen democratic 
consciousness and participation and 
to extend real democratic control 
over management everywhere. This 
was the message of the concluding 
declaration of the Conference, of 
which copies are to be made widely 
available. This was the message of 
the twenty different seminars that dis- 
cussed the problems of particular 
industries and occupations. This was 
the message of the key-note speech 
made by Hugh Scanlon, the new Presi- 
dent of the million-strong AEF. 


It was also clear, however, in all these 
messages that good will, seriousness, 
and courage are not enough without 
hard study of the political and econo- 
mic problems that surround us. Ges- 
tures of militancy will get no further 
than negative protests. We have to 
start thinking clearly and_positively 
and cooperatively about alternatives 
and pressing our demands for the 
conscious democratic planning that 
must replace management for private 
profit. Militancy is needed, in the 
sense of clear demands firmly made 
—not by violent threat but by estab- 
lishing the growing consciousness of 
human potential. 


It is to the release of this potential 
that the work of all our groups must 
be devoted. The alternative is sectar- 
ianism at the corners of the political 
field—and, in the centre, violence 
begetting more violence as the col- 
lapse of the existing institutions 
drives men from despairing protest to 
hopeless and disorganised revolt. 


Michael Barratt Brown is Senior 
Lecturer in the Extra-Mural Depart- 
ment at Sheffield University. 
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Accommodation vacant 


LIVERPOOL. Someone needed to share large 
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Theatre 


UNITY EUS 8647 ‘‘Say Uncle!’’ New play 
by Lester Cole about the American call-up 
for Vietnam. Perfs every Thu/Fri/Sat and Sun 
at 7.45 pm. 
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3 May, Friday 


LONDON WCl1, 7 pm. Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square. ‘'Biafra  Now’' eyewitnesses report 
back. Britain-Biafra Association. 


book a classified or 


LONDON WC2, 7.30 pm. Kingsway Hall, 
Kingsway. Dr Martin Luther King Memorial 
meeting. Speakers: Lord Brockway, Lord Soper, 
Cc. L. R. James, Stan Newens MP, Sir Learie 
Constantine. Adm 2s. 6d. Information from 
MCF, 313-5 Caledonian Road, 


LONDON WC2. 6 pm. French Church, Leicester 
Place. Mass for world peace followed by talk 
& discussion in the Friends Meeting House, 52 
St Martins Lane, WC2. Father Matthew Parker: 
DAC view of Peace is not enough.”’ 
PAX. 


SOUTHALL. 8 pm. 
Road (opp Bowling Alley). 
club, Freeman Syndicate. 


4 May, Saturday 


BRISTOL, mornings. Queens Road, On _ sale 
Peace News and _ peace literature. Helpers 
welcomed. Chris Shellard. 


LONDON WC1. 2 to 7 pm. 6 Endsleigh Street, 
Open meeting to discuss the future of the 
International Committee and international con- 
flict situations (eg Biafra, Cyprus, Greece, etc) 
Open to all interested in either, It is hoped to 
put the International Committee back on an 
active basis as a result of this meeting. Details: 
Malcolm Miles, 12 Elgar Ave, W5, International 
Committee, Committee of 100. 


Council for the Advancement of 
Arab-British Understanding 


in co-operation with the General 
Union of Arab Students 


PALESTINE DAY 
CONFERENCE.1968 


‘Peace or war in 
in the Middle East’ 


20 years after the Mandate—what are 
the solutions? 


Chairman: Mr. Ian Gilmour, MP 
7 pm. Wednesday, May 15th 
Friends House, Euston Road, NW1. 


Admission by ticket only. 
Unreserved seats free, 

Reserved seats £1. 

From: SAABU 86 Chancery Lane, 
London WC2. CHA 2704/5 


“White Hart’, 
Folk, 


Uxbridge 
jazz, blues 


MANCHESTER 13. 2.30 pm. AEU_ Offices, 120 
Rusholme Road. North West CND Annual 
General Meeting. Guest speaker: Mr. Masashi 


Nii. 


PRESTON. 3 pm. Unitarian Chapel, Percy Street. 
PPU Northwest quarterly meeting. 


5 May, Sunday 


BIRMINGHAM. 8 pm. ‘‘Salutation’’ Snow Hill. 
Jazz club, all profits to CND. 


LONDON W11. 7 pm. Flat 4, 
Road. Notting Hill Anarchists. 


MANCHESTER. 3 pm. Platt Fields, Wilmslow 
Road. Teach Out (in the open air). Continua- 
tion of the Easter discussions. The Future of 
Protest: Violence or Non Violent? The first 
of a weekly series. North West CND. 


6 May, Monday 


BRIGHTON. 7.30 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Ship Street. ‘‘Hungary, past and _ present’ 
Maurice Elliott (University of Sussex). UNA. 


LONDON WC1. 7.30 pm. 6 Endsleigh Street. 
Hilda Morris on ‘‘Germany Today—an analysis 
of modern German politics including comment 
on Rudi DutschKe and the SDS. PPU. 


MANCHESTER. 8 pm. Jane & David Graham, 
58 High Lane, Chorlton. Discussion/ local 
activity. Tel.: 061 881 1788. 


7 May, Tuesday 


BEXLEYHEATH, KENT. 7.30 pm. ‘‘Lord Bexley” 
(opp Bexleyheath Clock Tower). Bexleyheath 
Folk Centre. Bexley YCND. 


LONDON NW6. 8 pm. 16 Kilburn House, Mal- 
vern Place, Kilburn Anarchists. 

LONDON WC1. 7.30 pm. PPU, 6 Endsleigh 
Street. Christian Nonviolent Action meeting, 
all welcome. 


8 May, Wednesday 
LEICESTER. 8 pm. 1 The Crescent, King Street. 


Leicester Project. Libertarian/peace action & 
discussion, 


9 May, Thursday 


BRIGHTON. 12.15 to 2 pm. Friends Centre, 
Ship Street. Oxfam lunch hour. 


88 Clarendon 


HULL. 8 pm. Blue Bell Inn, Lowgate. ‘‘The 
Freedom Folk’’ Folksong, ballads, blues & 
poetry. 


LEYTONSTONE. 8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Bush Road. PM on the AGM. E10. & Ell. PPU. 
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10 May, Friday 


CARDIFF. 7.30 pm. Boucher Hall Fitzallen 
Place. Poetry Reading for the benefit of 
Oxfam. Poems and music from Herbert 
Williams, Andrew Hornam, Peter Finch, 
Geraint Jarman, Graham Hemmingway etc. 


11 May, Saturday 

CAMBRIDGE. 2.30 pm, Friends Meeting House, 
12 Jesus Lane. Decision-making meeting on 
form and content of Alcobury demo of 29 
June. All interested welcome, Alconbury Action 
(Adie doc) Committee. Details: 13 Goodwin 


14 May, Tuesday 


LONDON WC1. 7.30 pm, University of London 
Union, Mallett Street. Teach-In on Greece. 
Speakers include Betty Ambatielos and will 
include representatives of all factions of 
opinion. Chairman: Michael Chambers of 
Amnesty. Students Union. 


26 May, Sunday 


UXBRIDGE. Walk to Alexandra Palace for 
Medical Aid to Vietnam. Details: Vietnam Youth 
Walk, 84 Rochester Row, London SW1. 


1-3 June, Sat-Mon 


PORTON. 1.30 pm. Meet at Friends Meeting 
House, 4 Harcourt Terr, Salisbury to com- 
mence 40 hour vigil and fast at Porton. Details: 
Christian CND, c/o NPC, 29 Great James St. 
London WC. 
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Wrong demonstrators 
arrested at ANZAC 
Cenotaph scuffie 


Rickard Matthews writes: | When 
Australians and New Zealanders 
Against the Vietnam War (ANZAVW) 
decided to lay a wreath at the Ceno- 
taph in Whitehall, there were rum- 
blings of conscience. Laying wreaths 
is a pretty decadent pastime, some 
members said. Why should we lay 
a wreath, thus giving some form of 
condonation to the madness of war? 


But there was another element in 
this protest: one which is not imme- 
diately recognisable to members of 
the British protest movement. To 
understand why this group of 
emigres went to the Cenotaph on 
Thursday April 25, it is necessary to 
examine part of Australian folklore. 


In World War I the Australian and 
New Zealand Army Corps was formed 
to enter the battle in the Middle East. 
The enemy was the Turkish empire 
and Winston Churchill was the mili- 
tary architect. It was the first time 
that either of the colonies had been 
to war. It was disastrous. A_ total 
defeat. But from this wholesale 
splashing of blood grew up the 
“spirit of ANZAC ” which is trotted 
out every April 25 to glorify war and 
promote patriotism. ANZAC is part of 
the Australian ‘“ Way of Life.” 


Since troops were committed to 
Vietnam in 1965, the Australian 
Government has used ANZAC Day to 
confirm all the old phoney war senti- 
ments on the soldiers fighting in the 
undeclared Vietnam conflict. Un- 
doubtedly it has become a political 
event. 


PPU Conference 


Therefore the London-based 


ANZAVW felt that it was of para- | 


mount necessity to stage some form 
of contervailing demonstration. The 


object was never to disrupt this quasi- | 


religious ceremony. In fact an Angli- 
can Franciscan monk, 
Selwyn of Worcester, came to London 
to lead the wreath-laying procession. 
Solemnity and respectability were the 
catchwords of the demo. 


What went wrong ? Why were nine 
people arrested and charged under 
the 1936 ‘Mosley Act ”—the Public 
Order Act? After the official cere- 
mony the police gave permission to 
the group to lay its wreath. They 
moved silently to the Cenotaph with 
their banners held high. Brother 
Selwyn laid his flowers: and then the 
old diggers and their wives literally 
charged. 

Even the Press was fair in its des- 
cription of the ensuing scene. The 
Times reported that the veterans tore 
at the banners. Scuffles broke out. 
The police moved in. How many 
medal-swinging diggers were 
arrested ? None ! 

All of the demonstrators are out on 
bail except Majorie Holt, age 45, who 
told the court that she could not be 
depended upon to return for the 
hearing in view of the British Govern- 
ment’s present stand on Vietnam. She 
will appear on May 24. 


Details of the arrests will be filed 
with the National Council for Civil 
Liberties. 


CNVA for Britain? 


Preliminary steps for setting up in 
Britain a Committee for Non-Violent 
Action were taken at the Peace 
Pledge Union’s Annual Meeting, held 
recently at Hampstead Town Hall. 
After its business sessions the con- 
ference of 150-200 members and dele- 
gates devoted an intensive day and 
a half to “Can Non-Violence Change 
Society ?” Geoffrey Ashe, author of 
Gandhi—a Study in Revolution, 
opened the discussion by indicating 
how Gandhi’s basic ideas and activity 
were significantly different from the 
popular conception of them held in 
the West. 


Following which the conference 
divided into four commissions on 
racial, political, social and campaign- 
ing aspects of non-violence, each of 
which, in two hours, could do little 
more than illustrate the widely varied 
experience and viewpoints of its 
participants. 


But the report back to Sunday morn- 
ing’s plenary session provoked a very 
instructive discussion and an accept- 
ance of George Clarke’s proposal to 
set up a Committee for Non-Violent 
Action. Its objectives would be to: 


a. Explore and experiment with 
different forms of peace action 
and social action programmes. 

b. Promote a strong grass roots 
movement dedicated to building 
a non-violent society. 


c. Promote specific demonstrations 
which would have the stated ob- 
jectives of providing examples 
of the practice of non-violence 
in place of violence. 


Most PPU members spend their work- 
ing lives in situations where their 
convictions are relevant, and so much 
of their discussion is of special value 
in building non-violence from below. 


People who run multi-racial social 


clubs stressed their futility without 
some overriding social or political 
objective. Old campaigners had 
learned that demos lasting an hour 
or two were not enough, they had to 
be explicit in their objectives and to 
be sustained over a_ considerable 
period. Educationalists knew that 
building a non-violent society had to 
begin in school. People were highly 
sceptical that a successful permeation 
of the Labour Party with pacifism 
would influence the parliamentary 
party’s policies, nevertheless it was 
important to maintain the political 
struggle at a time when the elector- 
ate seemed able only to think in 
terms of “the other party” and of 
strong men. The acting chairman of 
the War Resisters International prob- 
ably summed up the feeling of the 
conference when he said that the non- 
violent society began by each of us 
making our lives more non-violent 
wherever we worked and lived. 


Following the collapse of the Com- 
mittee of 100 there is today an 
extraordinary vacuum where the non- 
violence movement should be. Will 
the thousands of people experienced 
in working on non-violent lines find 
it possible to come together again in 
a radically reshaped PPU—or in the 
Non-Violent Action groups in which 
it hopes to grapple with this country’s 
basic problems? I hope an early initia- 
tive will be made to find a common 
ground for study and action. 


Harry MIstTER 


Sybil Morrison is new PPU chairman, 
succeeding Leonard Bird, who had 
served for six years. Council mem- 
bers elected: Ronald Barnes, Leonard 
Bird, Hilda Morris, Trevor Davies, 
Harry Mister, Ronald Mallone, Neil 
Collins, Sheila Beveridge, R. Allen 
Jackson. 


Brother | 


RACE REACTIONS 


Immigrants unite 


Enoch Powell's unleashing of populist 
racism has had one positive con- 
sequence: immigrant organisations 
have been encouraged to come to- 
gether in self defence. 


The launching on Sunday of a Black 
Peoples’ Alliance has been the most 
publicised, and is probably the most 
important of these developments, in- 
volving as it does such disparate 
organisations as the Indian Workers 
Association, the National Federation 
of Pakistani Associations in Britain, 


, and the West Indian. Standing Con- 
ference. In spite of press coverage 


biulding this up as an irresponsible 
bunch of racists, this kind of alliance, 
thinking in terms of industrial action 
where appropriate, is probably essen- 
tial to counter the inbuilt racism on 
both sides of industry. 


Less attention has been paid to the 
decision of Indian immigrants in 
Birmingham to set up a central com- 
mittee of Indian organisations “ to 
fight for our rights”. Dr Dhani Prem, 
who called the meeting, is quoted in 
Tuesday’s Guardian as saying “We 
decided that we would fight only by 
essential democratic methods of pro- 
test and passive resistance. We will 
not associate ourselves with any 
organisation or any body of people 
who advocate violence.” 


A working party to press for improve- 
ments in the Race Relations Bill—in 
particlar the setting up of a Racial 
Equality Commission with largely 
elected membership from immigrant 
organisations—was formed at a meet- 
ing in London convened in advance 
of Enoch Powell’s speech by Rev 
Wilfred Wood of Hammersmith Com- 
munity Relations Committee, and 
attended by representatives of 20 
immigrant organisations. 


Anti-Powell march 
start of long haul 


Apart from the expected high emo- 
tional level, nothing very remarkable 
emerged from the anti-Powell march 
which wound along the very familiar 
route from Speaker’s Corner to 
Whitehall last Sunday afternoon. Con- 
sidered as some kind of vocal re- 
action to the spoken injustices of the 
previous ten days, this demonstra- 
tion had neither the power of a 
Selma nor the desperation of a 
Newark. Significant also was the very 
small percentage of Blacks—a feature 
which should be of priority concern 
to the organisers, since the march 
followed the Easter March tribute to 
Martin Luther King. 


The notice I carried said: “ Castrate 
All Wogs, Jews, Nigs, and Spades— 
Back Powell”. It was most revealing 
to see people read it and react—in 
deadly seriousness. It was clear that 
this was no longer a ludicrous view 
but one which many people really 
hold. The little girl from Southamp- 
ton Communist Party who angrily 
wrenched the poster from me told 
me later that eny number of people 
she had argued with that afternoon 
could have carried it with passionate 
conviction of its truth ! 


Two things stand out starkly from 
the imbroglio of the past fortnight 
and from Sunday’s march. First, the 
racial situation is far more serious 
in this country than the vast majority 
of radicals had previously realised, 
indicating that widespread  neo- 
fascism is no longer latent but fact. 
Second, we have nobody but ourselves 
to rely on in the impending con- 
flict. Working-class solidarity is a 
myth at the present time. The poten- 
tial in this situation is for nothing 
more than resistance by the minority 
—and, judging from Sunday’s stroll 
in Whitehall, to reach even this level 
is going to be a very long haul. 


“‘Labour’s Enoch’ 
at Nottingham 


Ten years ago Nottingham (together 
with Notting Hill) hit the headlines 
with the first major race violence in 
modern Britain. On Sunday local anti- 
racist and anti-war groups will be 
marking the occasion by demonstrat- 
ing at the Nottingham Labour Party’s 
May Day rally, in Nottingham Market 
Square at 3 pm. 

One of their aims will be to show 
what they think of Roy Hattersley, 
MP for Sparkbrook, Birmingham, a 
junior minister with the Ministry of 


Labour, and described by one 
organiser as “Labour’s Enoch 
Powell”. He will be addressing the 
rally. 


They will also be trying to point out 
the Vietnam war’s racial undertones 
(eg LBJ’s “ Bring home a coonskin” 
remark). 

The local Anti Colour Bar Campaign, 
Indian Workers, plus CND and the 
VSC had pledged support for the 
demonstration by Monday. University 
student groups were also expected to 
take active part. 

Contact: Brian Simister, Nottingham 
259 216. 
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